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Abstract

“Do Thai judges use gavels in courtrooms like in foreign countries?”
“Where do Thai judges keep their gavels?” “If there is no gavel, how do judges
maintain order during proceedings?” These seemingly simple inquiries are
commonly directed to the author by members of the public, prompting
further questions regarding the elements that embody the authority and
legitimacy of the judiciary in the context of Thailand. This article analyzes
these questions through the lens of Positivity Theory, which posits that the
pageantry of judicial symbols—such as robes, gavels, and cathedral-like court
buildings—serve as factors that can foster a positive perception of the
judiciary among the public. These symbols can enhance acceptance of
judicial decisions, even when the public may disagree with the outcomes,
potentially without delving deeply into the reasoning. However, this article
invites readers to further question what it truly is that reinforces the legitimacy

and public trust in the judicial authority.

Keywords: Gavel; Judicial Authority; Judicial Symbols; Iconography;
Legitimacy; Positivity Theory
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Cambridge University Press, Gavel [Online], 10 May 2025. Source:
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/gavel

 James Parker, The Gavel [Online], 10 May 2025. Source:
https://www.academia.edu/28221183/The_gavel
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®> Thomas Robinson, The Common Law of Kent: or, the Customs of
Gavelkind. With an Appendix Concerning Borough-English [Online], 31 May 2025.
Source:https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:gbv:7:2-0572300500

¢ Claude Simpson and Cathie McNeil, The Gavel, The Speech Teacher, Volume
20 Issue 2 (March 1971), pp. 143-145.; James Parker, The Gavel, p. 7.
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Judge Judy [Online], 30 May 2025. Source: https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0115227/

o

® uazgnliiludydnualluBanisdaiednavessssumageigrasin neuszenu

«

Y o o

mafnimangnuansyardsiedouliunuszsumaganulslufidniudumis funds
vosfuLnzadnadydnualvosigiasion uazdnsuniunzadnandydnualvosmagauns
Fgnaeian G?fdL{’JumwmﬁLmemqﬁﬁﬁuﬁammuaz%m 9ugelalu Florida Supreme
Court Historical Society, History of the Passing of the Gavel in Florida [Online], 10
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? European Court of Human Rights, Future processing of applications against
the Russian Federation [Online], 10 May 2025. Source:
https://www.echr.coe.int/w/future-processing-of-applications-against-the-russian-
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1 Dennis Curtis and Judith Resnik, Images of Justice, The Yale Law Journal,
Volume 96 (1987), pp. 1727-1772.
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Washington University in St. Louis, Department of Political Science, James L. Gibson
[Online], 14 May 2025. Source: https://polisci.wustl.edu/people/james-l-gibson
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Political Science, Gregory A. Caldeira [Online], 14 May 2025. Source:
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Supreme Court of the United States, About the Court [Online], 14 May 2025. Source:
https://www.supremecourt.gov/about/about.aspx

?® James L. Gibson and others, Losing, but Accepting: Legitimacy, Positivity
Theory, and the Symbols of Judicial Authority, Law & Society Review, Volume 48
Issue 4 (2014), pp. 775-801, 840.

" Ibid., p. 840.

% Ibid.

? Ibid.
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*! Eileen Braman, Review of Citizens, Courts, and Confirmations: Positivity
Theory and the Judgments of the American People by James L. Gibson and
Gregory A. Caldeira, and Law, Politics, and Perception: How Policy Preferences
Influence Legal Reasoning, Political Psychology, Volume 32 Issue 5 (2011), pp. 855-
857.
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%2 James L. Gibson and others, Losing, but Accepting: Legitimacy, Positivity
Theory, and the Symbols of Judicial Authority, p. 840.

? {Weu

* James L. Gibson and others, Losing, but Accepting: Legitimacy, Positivity
Theory, and the Symbols of Judicial Authority, p. 838.

* Ibid., pp. 834-844, 849.

** Ibid., p. 839.

*" Ibid.
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4593413 (Theory of Motivated Political Reasoning)®® H1uMWITeAIUAIARTNS
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® Yszleadananidumnanvesiiinine Felix Franfurter Usingluanuiiuudes
wiluAd Baker v. Carr, 369 U.S. 186 (1962) 91 "The Court's authority — possessed of
neither the purse nor the sword — ultimately rests on sustained public confidence in
its moral sanction...”

* Milton Lodge and Charles Taber Three Steps Toward a Theory of
Motivated Political Reasoning, in Elements of Reason: Cognition, Choice, and the
Bounds of Rationality, Edited by Arthur Lupia, Mathew D. McCubbins and Samuel L.
Popkin, (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2012), pp. 183-213.; James L. Gibson and
others, Losing, but Accepting: Legitimacy, Positivity Theory, and the Symbols of
Judicial Authority, p. 841.
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%0 Allan M. Collins and Elizabeth F. Loftus, A Spreading-Activation Theory of
Semantic Processing, Psychological Review, Volume 82 Issue 6 (1975).; James Neely,
Semantic Priming and Retrieval from Lexical Memory: Roles of Inhibitionless
Spreading Activation and Limited-Capacity Attention, Journal of Experimental
Psychology: General, Volume 106 Issue 3 (1975).; James L. Gibson and others, Losing,
but Accepting: Legitimacy, Positivity Theory, and the Symbols of Judicial Authority,
pp. 841-842.
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2 James L. Gibson and others, Losing, but Accepting: Legitimacy, Positivity
Theory, and the Symbols of Judicial Authority, p. 853.
** Ibid., pp. 854-855.
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“ Ibid., pp. 856
* Ibid., pp. 857-858.
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“® Ibid., pp. 859-860.

" Ibid., pp. 860.

® James L. Gibson and Gregory A. Caldeira, The Legal Cultures of Europe,
Law & Society Review, Volume 30 Issue 1 (1996), pp. 55-86.; James L. Gibson and others,
Losing, but Accepting: Legitimacy, Positivity Theory, and the Symbols of Judicial
Authority, p. 860.

* James L. Gibson and others, Losing, but Accepting: Legitimacy, Positivity

Theory, and the Symbols of Judicial Authority, p. 860.
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Max Weber, Economy and Society: An Outline of Interpretive Sociology, (Oakland:
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University of California Press, 1978). aUuN 19050 U Max Weber, Wirtschaft und
Gesellschaft: Grundriss der Verstehenden Soziologie, (Tubingen: Mohr (Siebeck),
1922).
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