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ABSTRACT

Tuberculosis (TB) remains a communicable disease that poses a significant
global public health challenge. Delayed treatment of TB is a major issue in Thailand's
efforts to eliminate the disease and is a key factor contributing to its transmission
and the potential emergence of drug-resistant TB. Chiang Rai Province, located along
the borders of Myanmar and Laos, has seen a movement population. These groups
primarily consist of individuals with legal and citizenship issues, stateless persons, or
those with incomplete documentation that is stateless person. These conditions
result in delayed access to healthcare services, leading to postponed initiation of TB
treatment among TB-infected individuals in this population. This study aims to
investigate the prevalence and associated factors of delayed pulmonary TB
treatment among individuals with legal and citizenship issues in Chiang Rai Province.
A quantitative cross-sectional research design was employed. The study population
included 166 TB patients with legal and citizenship problems who were registered for
treatment at hospitals in Chiang Rai between October 1, 2023, and September 30,
2024. Data were collected using a  structured questionnaire and analyzed using
descriptive statistics. to ~describe general characteristics and multiple logistic
regressions to assess associations, with.a 95% confidence interval (95% Cl).

Study results showed that 57.83% of participants were male, with an average

age of 55 years. A total of 64.76% had no formal education. The prevalence of



treatment initiation delays exceeding 30 days was 63.25%, with an average delay of
93 days from symptom onset to treatment. Multivariate analysis identified two
statistically significant factors associated with treatment delays (p < 0.05) : Having a
low level of attitude toward TB (Adjusted OR = 3.71, 95% Cl = 1.41-9.78), Not
utilizing services at nearby health centers (Adjusted OR = 5.13, 95% Cl = 1.84-14.31)
Based on the findings, the study recommends proactive interventions
targeting individuals with legal and citizenship problems, as well as non-Thai
nationals from neighboring countries. These interventions include community-based
screening programs, educational campaigns about TB, and fostering collaborations
among local health networks. The g¢oal is to enable timely access to TB treatment

services, thereby reducing TB prevalence and transmission effectively in border areas.
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