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ABSTRACT

This study examined The Adaptation of MeKong Community for Alternative Development:
A Case Study of Areas Surrounding a Bridge Across the Mekong River at the 4th Project (Chiang
Khong-Houayxay) Chiang Khong District Chiang Rai Province. The primary objective of this study
was to examine the communities’ histories, physical contexts, situations, perception, as well as
impacts of development on the communities and their resulting needs for adjustment. In this
qualitative study, data were collected by means of documentary compilation, participatory
observation, in-depth interviews and participatory action research, in an attempt to enable the

communities to create alternatives in response to both current and future changes.

The research showed a number of impacts that the construction of the Fourth Mekong
Friendship Bridge as part of the transportation network connecting Thailand to Lao PDR and southern
China had on the communities studied. These affected communities, namely, Don Mahawan village
in Wiang subdistrict, Pak Ing Tai village in Sri Don Chai subdistrict and Mai That Thong village in

Sathan subdistrict, shared similar social contexts, and the majority of their inhabitants’ agricultural

(6)



ways of life were closely related to and dependent on the Mekong river. The development-related,

alternative-creating changes affecting these communities could be divided into four principal stages.

Stage One involved perception-oriented adaptation. The construction of the bridge was an
important condition for the communities’ perception of the project. The project-related information
was conveyed to most community members by the leader of each community through meetings, by
neighbours and by the media, making it possible for the locals to adjust themselves and create

developmental alternatives with regard to land use and careers, which were main production factors.

Stage Two involved adaptation to impacts. The Fourth Mekong Friendship Bridge had both
positive and negative impacts on the communities. Based on this study, expansion of the communities’
economy was identified as a significant positive impact. In contrast, change of land ownership within
the communities resulted in career changes amongst the locals, who needed to adjust themselves to

negotiate with state agencies and local administrative organisations.

Stage Three involved social adaptation. The progress of the bridge’s construction led the

communities’ members to create alternative means of occupational and environmental development.

Stage Four involved creation of developmental alternatives. As the changes had not been
induced by a state mechanism, creation of developmental alternatives depended on the use of the
state’s authority to strengthen the communities’ power to cope with changes caused by non-state
mechanisms. To propel local development, participatory collaboration between the communities’

members and local administrative organisations was essential.

Keywords: Adaptation/Fourth Mekong Friendship Bridge/Developmental alternatives
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