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ABSTRACT

This study has three objectives: (1) to explore Thunglor Cultural Space of a peasant
society as a public space; (2) to study the transition process of capitalism in a peasant society of
the Thunglor Cultural Space; (3) to analyze the existing of social and cultural consciousness of a
peasant society of the Thunglor Cultural Space. Thunglor is located in Phayao and ChiangRai
province. This study obtained data by conducting a qualitative research and historical approach.
Research methods were in-depth interview, focus group discussion, life history interview, and

participatory and non-participatory observation. The research results are shown as followings:

Thunglor Cultural Space comprised with natural and cultural area as a public space of a
peasant society. In the past, people were settled down in the area and established villages by using
natural resource for living. Regarding the adaptation to natural environment and supernatural
beliefs, the people of Thunglor had created their own local wisdom knowledge for their way of
life. Closed relations among the people in Thunglor are mainly found in kinship system. They
also had social and cultural consciousness regarding 3 relationships; humans to humans, humans

to natural, and humans to supernatural.

Since the development of free market economy of Thunglor in 1961, it can be divided

into three stages of changing from traditional peasant to be more advance capitalism. Stage One:
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The first National Economic Development Plan in 1961, the major national policy aimed to
strengthened technological development, national infrastructure, and agricultural extension. The
traditional products had initiated to commercial production. But the most of peasant still used
traditional production such as exchanging of labor, getting food from natural, and making ritual
on supernatural. This stage is called “peasant society under development plan.” Stage Two: The
growth of local business and external economic forces, small and medium factories were
established, the contract farming, and a number of outside investors purchased lands in Thunglor.
The landless people moved out to work in urban or going aboard which reduced agricultural
labors and caused of social problems. This stage is called “peasant society under commercial era.”
Stage Three: Effects of the world economic expansion and government policy, Peasant lifestyle
had changed to modernization. They had planted rice as a business and bought food from market.
The extension of rubber trees in low land and highland. The common property resources were
crucial changed into the private property. The social impact was found in terms of conflict
between local people and the external investors in dealing with common property resources. The

belief in supernatural had gradually been reduced. This stage is called “modern peasant society.”

The transition process to capitalism in Thunglor cultural space may be implied as a
model of evolution and development plans in physical geography, peasant vision, economic,
social relationship and modernization. The factors of transition were government, capitalists
market mechanism, the cooperation between government sectors and private sectors and the
dissemination of technology. However, the capitalism could not be destroyed the social and
cultural consciousness of peasant society of Thunglor. In fact, the capitalism of Thunglor has not
destructed social and cultural consciousness. But Thunglor cultural space still have the social
structure, social mechanism and social rule which maintain the social and cultural consciousness

of humans to humans, humans to natural, and humans to supernatural in Thunglor.
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