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An Analysis of Hong Kwan Lyric ceremony in Chiang Rai Province
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Abstract

The purposes of this study were 1) to collect some data from the district regarding the
“Hong Kwan” ceremony which appeared in Chiang Rai province; 2) to analyze the context, values,
Thai customs and culture in “Hong Kwan” lyrics affecting the way of life of Chiang Rai people; 3)

\

to analyze the change and the existing “Hong Kwan” ceremony affecting the way of life for Chiang
Rai people; 4) to study the social structure, beliefs and ‘values of Lanna people in Chiang Rai; and
5) to study the beliefs concerning the use of various types of flowers in the ceremony.

The methodology used in this study was observation and an interview field trip in Chiang Rai
Province. The findings revealed that there were some villages which still had this kind of ceremony.
It has been a way of life for Chiang Rai people involved with this Hong Kwan ceremony since the

ancient times. Moreover, the “Hong Kwan” ceremony is an old custom which affects people’s lives
in the North of Thailand, especially in the aspect of psychology. It can be concluded that people feel
a greater sense of assurance and confidence in their lives because of their participation in the
ceremony. In addition, the “Hong Kwan” lyrics, emphasize the contexts, suggestions, cultures and
values of the Lanna people. Unfortunately, this ceremony nearly becomes extinct because of the
change in the social structure of the country, and there are not many Lanna experts to preserve this

kind of ceremony.
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