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Abstract

The working environment of rice farmers exposes them to many hazards. The
famers may encounter occupational health diseases and injuries. Therefore, safe
working practices will prevent these health problems. The objectives of this study
were to 1) examine the occupational safety behaviors and health status of rice farmers,
2) determine the relationships among occupational safety behaviors and health status,
3) determine the relationships among health protection behaviors and work injuries,
and 4) examine the relationships between pesticide usage and cholinesterase screening
test.

Convenience sampling was used to recruit 401 rice farmers into the study.
Research instrument consisted of 3 parts: individual and working characteristics,
occupational safety behaviors, and health status. This instrument was tested for
validity and reliability. Data was analyzed using descriptive statistics, Spearman rank
correlation, and Chi-Square Test.

Majority of the participants (75.06%) has occupational safety behaviors at a
moderate level both in general health behaviors and working protective health
behaviors. In terms of general health perception it was found that 92.27 percent of
participants at a moderate. The results of blood tests for screening cholinesterase were
found to be 9.98% and 40.65% of participants operating in levels of insecurity and
risk, respectively.

The relationship between occupational safety behaviors and health status was
statistically significantly positive (r = .165, p <.01) while there was a negative
correlation between the behavior of health protection at work and injuries from work
(r=-.104, p <.05). Furthermore, a significant correlation between pesticide usage and
the results of cholinesterase screening test was revealed (p <.05).

From the above findings, the major concerns were regarded the occupational
safety behaviors and the health status of rice farmers. The reduction of occupational
hazards as well as a modification the occupational safety behaviors in order to
improve the health status among rice farmers is considered necessary.



