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Thesis Title Legal Measure in Establishing Associate Judge in Laos PDR

Court: A Case Study on Intellectual Property Cases

Author Thongkham Pongpanya

Degree Master of Law

Advisor Chukeat Niochim, Ph. D.
ABSTRACT

The objective of this thesis is to study legal measures in establishing associate judge in Lao
People’s Democratic Republic (Lao PDR) court for intellectual property case, by comparative study
associate judge of Thailand and jury system of Vietnam for clearly conclude and suggestion to the

amendment of Lao PDR legal and court system.

The result of the study found that the Law on people’s court of 2009 provides Trade
Tribunal. This tribunal has authority to inquire all trade cases including intellectual property
cases, while the Law on civil procedure of 2012 specially provides that judges of Trade Tribunal
have authorized to inquire both legally and actually problem of intellectual property cases. This
law did not provide to establish associate judge in Lao court system. Moreover, all intellectual
property cases in Lao PDR do not currently make inquiries by expert of intellectual property field.
Owing to the intellectual property case, it does not entirely obtain the fairness. In the commercial
world, the intellectual property is the highest value in business. When it faces the problem as a
case in the court, it shall properly and suddenly be inquired by expert of intellectual property law
and/or expert of intellectual property management. Thus, judges of tribunal, who is expert in just

legal process, do not enough to fully respond in intellectual property fair dealing.

(6)



Hence, in order to solve this issue, the Law on people’s court of 2009 must be amended
by establishing intellectual property tribunal for inquiring intellectual property cases specially
and/or amended the Law on civil procedure of 2012 by establishing associate judge for
intellectual property cases. This resolution would make more full fairness from inquire of

intellectual property cases in Lao PDR.

Keywords: Legal Measures/Associate Judge/Intellectual Property/Lao PDR.
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