ABSTRACT

This study aims to investigate the English vocabulary learning strategies
employed by the first and second year English major students in the School of
Liberal Arts, academic year 2006, semester 2 at Mae Fah Luang University.
The subjects were divided into two main groups: first and second year students.
There were 115 first year and 130 second year English major students.

The instruments used in gathering the data were the semi-structured
interview designed by the researcher surveying English vocabulary strategies
the students employ in the classroom. Moreover, the questionnaire was also
conducted with six vocabulary learning strategies: guessing strategies,
dictionary strategies, note-taking strategies, rehearsal strategies, encoding
strategies, and activation strategies. The questionnaire is adapted from
“Vocabulary Learning Questionnaire (VLQ Version 3) of Gu and Johnson
(1996). The questionnaire was distributed directly to 115 first year and 130
second year English major students.

The findings were as follows:

1. The first year English major students used all the strategies at the

“often use” level at the encoding and activation strategies at a high
mean level (mean = 4.25), dictionary strategies (mean = 3.99),
guessing strategies (mean = 3.90), and note-taking strategies
(mean = 3.72) respectively.

2. The second year English major students used all six strategies at an
“often use” level: activation strategies (mean = 4.14), rehearsal
strategies (mean = 4.09), dictionary strategies (mean = 4.03), guessing
strategies (mean = 3.94), encoding strategies (mean = 3.93), and note-

taking strategies (mean = 3.78) respectively.
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