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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine a language phenomenon resulting
from language contact in the border area of Mae Sai District of Thailand, opposite the
Tachilek province of the Union of Myanmar. The study focused on both phonetic and
phonemic change as a result of such contact. Other factors, such as culture and ethnic
group or other conditions caused by language contact within a group of people who

live in the Thailand-Myanmar border area, were also explored.

The study was conducted in relation to three main variables: the general demographic
situation of people living in the Thailand-Myanmar border area, the languages used as
media of their business communication and language changes resulting from the

language contact in the border.

The general demographic data showed that people who either lived or ran their
business in Tachilek province, the Union of Myanmar and Mae Sai district of Chiang
Rai, Thailand, varied in their nationalities, cultures and religions. Most of them were
Thais, Burmese, Shans, Chinese, Tai Lue, Akhas, Laotians, Philippinos,
Bangladeshis, and Peguans, respectively. Most of the population were women less
than 30 years of age; their religions were either Buddhism, Islam, or Christianity.
Most of them were employees with lower than bachelor’s degree education and had
been working in the border area of Tachilek province, the Union of Myanmar and

Mae Sai, district, Chiang Rai Province, Thailand, for less than five years.

The main languages that these people used for communication were Thai and
Burmese, respectively. Even though the Burmese language was less used compared
with the Thai language, it could be observed that, in Tachilek district, the Union of
Myanmar, the Burmese language played an important role as a medium of
communication within the local community and among Burmese people. The
research participants displayed good Thai listening and speaking skills, but they were
less proficient in reading and writing skills. In contrast, the research participants’
ability to use Burmese was best in speaking skill, but they were less proficient in

listening, reading and writing skills. Some Thai-English bilinguals and Thai-Chinese-






Burmese multilinguals were also found. The choice of language use in careers and

communication was contextually and situationally governed.

With respect to the phonetic and phonemic changes resulting from language contact in
the Thailand-Myanmar border area, there were instances of deviation of some vowels
and tones among the Burmese, and there were some words borrowed from English.
However, those changes did not have any semantic impact on the vocabulary. It was
also found that personal traits and cultural environment were the two main factors
influencing people to attempt to protect their identities from cultural assimilation as a

by-product of the language contact.

In conclusion, the study area of Tachilek, the Union of Myanmar and Mae Sai district,
Chiang Rai, Thailand, was a multilingual society, with various ethnic groups and
cultures. As a result, the language changes found in this area included code mixing,
code switching, linguistic borrowing and linguistic interference. However, these
changes did not obviously affect Standard Thai; nor did they affect the local dialects
in any significant way. Instead, there were other cases of cultural adjustment and
assimilation, such as costumes, ways of life and traditions for the purpose of social

harmonisation.
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o |
sunawiay Usznalng

U c; ur =) ] Y = = L] (¥ 7 ) 1=°!’ =3 T
ﬂlﬂj&ﬁﬂlﬂﬂﬂgﬁﬁuﬂﬂ1ﬂEI‘}‘iii‘)‘l‘ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂinmﬁlﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ WRIAMUHRAN FHNWHNWEAL

1¥9¥ 14
Frequency | Percent | Valid Percent | Cumulative Percent
Valid | Moo 10 41 43 43
Inelng) 22 8.9 9.4 13.7
Tny 128 52 54.7 68.4
i 11 45 4.7 73.1
W 54 22 331 96.2
an | 0.4 0.4 96.6
8197 5 2 2.1 98.7
Waldud | 0.4 0.4 99.1
Tinaune 1 0.4 0.4 99.6
uoYy 1 0.4 0.4 100
Total 234 95.1 100
Missing | System 12 4.9
Total 246 100
AT
Frequency | Percent | Valid Percent | Cumulative Percent
Valid Wng 207 84.1 90.8 90.8
SLEEY 10 41 44 952
AT aA 9 3.7 3.9 99.1
1o 2 0.8 0.9 100
Total 228 92.7 100
Missing | System 18 7.3
Total 246 100
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INA

Frequency | Percent | Valid Percent | Cumulative Percent
Valid Y 104 423 42 8 42.8
My 139 56.5 57.2 100
Total 243 98.8 100
Missing System 3 12
Total 246 100
218
Frequency | Percent | Valid Percent | Cumulative Percent
valid | 20-301 116 472 473 473
31-407 81 32.9 33.1 80.4
41-501 41 16.7 16.7 97.1
51-601 7 2.8 2.9 100
Total 245 99.6 100
Missing System 1 0.4
Total 246 100
=
21N
Frequency | Percent | Valid Percent | Cumulative Percent
9/
Valid V1¥NI 16 6.5 6.5 6.5
WnNNUBNHY 20 8.1 8.2 14.7
13301 1 0.4 0.4 15.1
U 208 84.6 84.9 100
Total 245 99.6 100
Missing System 1 0.4
Total 246 100
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Ieasian

Frequency | Percent | Valid Percent | Cumulative Percent
Valid 1-57 114 463 485 485
6-107) 51 20.7 217 702
11-151 25 102 10.6 80.9
16 -201 17 6.9 % 88.1
21-251 12 49 5.1 93.2
26-307 8 33 3.4 96.6
30-357 1 0.4 0.4 97
35 Yyl 7 2.8 3 100
Total o1y 95.5 100
Missing System 14 4.5
Total 246 100
=
NIFANHY
Frequency Percent | Valid Percent | Cumulative Percent
valid | ®9ul3gana3 42 17.) 18 18
szelFaanin 9 3\7 3.9 21.9
szaufsygen 1 0.4 0.4 a323
U 9 181 73.6 77.7 100
Total 233 94.7 100
Missing System 13 >3
Total 246 100
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MEnly

Frequenc Valid
y Percent | Percent | Cumulative
Valid a1 lne 169 68.7 71 71
AHIDINGY 3 1.2 1.3 72.3
MY 5 0.8 0.8 73.1
ATHINAT 21 8.5 8.8 81.9
mméue} 6 2.4 25 84.5
M¥1 ne - nMudangy 8 3 3.4 87.8
7 lne - M B 24 2.5 90.3
e Ine - namwa 1 Q.4 0.4 90.8
e lne - nmdu 9 3 1.2 92 92
MYIBINY - MBI 1 0.4 0.4 92.4
NMBIBINGY - NIBINU 1 0.4 0.4 92.9
AU - MBI 1 0.4 0.4 93.3
A1 1N MEdings
MYIY 3 12 1.3 94.5
a1 Ine mudengy
AN 1 0.4 0.4 95
ATH1 NG AIBIIU 7N
W1 7 2.8 2.9 97.9
AE11ne MU 7N
Buq I 0.4 0.4 98.3
A1 1N A1H10INGH
ATHITU BN 3 12 15 99.6
717 Ing ML 111
Wi MU 1 0.4 0.4 100
Total 238 96.7 100
Missing System 8 3.3
Total 246 100
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JWIANIUBEN FBNIWNNT wazanaudars Uszndlng

AE1 lne nsile . LWE LWl
T2A1 Total Total
tn#l Crosstabulation ¥ | MY ¥y | My
Liisiovd 3| 1| 4| 125] 042| 167
1hunas 18| 23| 41| 750| 9.58| 17.08
A 32| 39| 7101333]1625| 29.58
Aun 49| 75| 12412042|3125| 51.67
Total 102 | 138 | 240 |42.50 | 57.50 | 100.00

NNBEANNEIINID [N lEM®IE ) asdiiaderiaiinmsmagluuinauuninsa

PWRIAMITLIHEN FBAINNNT wazanausiaa Uszimalna

A lne MIna* . LW WS

d FEAl Total Total

e Crosstabulation ¥ | MY W | N
oo Al 71/ 12| 211| 295| 506
1hunag 19| 25| 44| 8.02]1055| 1857
A 32 42 74 1 13.50 | 17.72 | 31.22
NN 43 64 107 | 18.14 | 27.00 | 45.15
Total 99 | 138 237 | 41.77 | 58.23 | 100.00
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navzaNN@Nsa lunslEnEee q gasgiardeviainmsiagluusnauuniaca

@ o’ -1 [~ ] © ]
WMWIAMIYLHAN dBNINNH LLazaitnaliNas ﬂiﬁl‘ﬂﬁl‘ﬂﬂ

Ae1lne Aseu = . LWl Wl
FEACHH] Total Total
et Crosstabulation ¥ | N ¥e | W
hisiood 20| 34| 54| 840]1429| 22.69
thunag 21| 27| 48| 8821134 2017
A 231 39| 62| 9.66|1639| 26.05
AN 37| 37| 74|1555|1555| 31.09
Total 101 | 137 238 |42.44 | 57.56 | 100.00

winwzannanselunsldniedie q gasdfisndevsaiindiadlvuinauedasca

ar Y -1 (=3 v o v
WHIANIYLBAN dRATUNH LasaltnalNas ﬂ‘izl,'ﬂﬁl‘ﬂfl

mu lne msoy * 0 LWel EWFT
LAY Total Total
w# Crosstabulation T | Ny ¥l | N
Tiisiovn 271 44| 71011391857 | 29.96
1huna 21| 24| 45| 886/10.13| 18.99
A 20| 35| 55| 844)14.77| 2321
AN 33| 33| 66]13.92]13.92| 27.85
Total 101 | 136 | 237 |42.62 | 57.38 | 100.00
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ninvzaNNaIe lumIlEmmen ) zasdiiardersaiimsmagluinaeniinda

o o I -1 ] o v
ANWIANIALKAN FHATNNHNI LaaItnaltdds ﬂﬁgtﬂﬁl‘nﬂ

NIINOY MW * s e EWEl
FEAU Total Total
e Crosstabulation Y | MR ¥ | Y
Liisiova 32| 59| 91]1524|28.10| 4333
1hunans 34| 42| 76/16.19|20.00]| 36.19
A 16| 17| 33| 7265| 810| 1571
Aun s| 5| 10| 238] 238| 476
Total 87 | 123 | 210 41.43 | 58.57 | 100.00

nnyeANNaN e UM ldnwmen 9 vasinardeniariinsmadluudnananinsa

as o v (=3 v © ]
NHIANIULHAN FHHNIWNH LazaItnaNa I8 ﬂ‘igl'ﬂﬂlﬂﬂ

AMYIBINGY MIna * > LA INel
° ¥R Total Total
Wil Crosstabulation WY | NS P | A
liiriood 35| 64| 9916913092 47.83
1hunae 33| 41| 7415941981 35.75
a 131 13| 26| 628| 6.28| 12.56
AuIn 3| s 8| 145| 242| 386
Total 84| 123 | 20740.58 | 59.42 | 100.00
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HA¥zAINEINITE UM LEMEI6A1 ) Basgiiandewaaviinsdagluuinuninca

o’ [ -1 (=] ] ° ]
WWEIANIULBAN dHAINNHI LLazaItnaiNas ﬂi&‘l’lﬂl'ﬂﬁl

MEIVINGY NI * . WA (WA
FEAL Total Total
e Crosstabulation %18 | MY ¥y | MY
luisiovd 35| 69| 104|17.41|3433| 51.74
1hunag 25| 25| 5012441244 2488
A 14 20| 34| 697| 9.95| 1692
Aun 71 6| 13| 348| 299| 647
Total 81| 120 | 2014030 |59.70 | 100.00

nnwzanuE@salumsldnweig q zasiiadaviaimsmegluuinonaniasa

FIMIATHEN dnaInwe wazanausans Usemalng

AMHITNGY MIoY * . el Wl
F2A Total Total
i Crosstabulation My | MY WY | MY
liisoud 20 71| 113120903532 5622
thunag 23| 30|  53|11.44|1493| 2637
g 11| 13| 24| 547 647 11.94
Aun s 6l 11! 249| 299| 547
Total 81| 120 20140305970 | 100.00
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a o v ] © v
HNHRIAGNIULBAN dVAITNNH LasaItnaNdgg ‘I.l'ixl,‘i’lﬁ‘l‘nﬁl

AU MTHY * . e i

FEACH Total Total

e Crosstabulation 18 Wﬁl:a WY wiij\i
isiosd 35| 60| 95|18.42|31.58| 50.00
thunang 19 25 44 1 10.00 | 13.16 | 23.16
A 14 14 28| 737 7.37 14.74
AN 9 14 23| 4.74 | 7.37 12.11
Total 771 113 190 | 40.53 | 59.47 | 100.00

nnyzaNNaINIe lumsldnwmene g sasiaderiainmsmagluuinauundaca

o o v ot (=4 v o [
IHIANIULTAN FdHNINNHY LazainaudaIs ﬂigtﬂﬁl‘ﬂﬂ

BN NTHA * . (WA Skl

* T¥AY Total Total

i Crosstabulation 1Y | N WY | W
Lirosd 38| 66| 104[19.90|34.55| 5445
thuna 20 23 43 110.47 | 12.04 | 22.51
0 11 14 251 5796 | 7.33 13.09
AN 8| 11| 19| 419| 576 9.95
Total 77 114 191 | 40.31 | 59.69 | 100.00
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o o 1 < ] © ]
WIWIAMIYLEAN dBRNINWNH Lasaitnalildns ﬂi%tﬂﬂlﬂﬂ

AU MTD * % e IWe
2R Total Total
e Crosstabulation WY | MY My | WY
liisiov@ 51| 76| 127]27.42|40.86| 68.28
unas 9| 21| 30| 484|11.29] 16.13
2 71 71 14| 3.76| 3.76| 7.53
AN 8l 7| 15| 430 3.76| 8.06
Total 751 111 | 186 | 40.32 | 59.68 | 100.00

NNBEANNEINNIO UM LENHI61 ] gaegiardaviarinmsmadluuinaninea

NWIAABEN FBAINWII wazaitnawiars Ussnalng

NHITU MY * y LW WPl
TEAY Total Total
iW# Crosstabulation e | N ¥ | W
oo 550 77| 13202941 |41.18| 7059
1hunans 8| 21| 29| 4281123 15.51
A 6| 8| 14| 321| 428! 749
A Y 12344 267| 642
Tl 76 | 111 | 187 | 40.64 | 59.36 | 100.00
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ninyzAaNNaINsa lumslinmene 4 zesiianderiarinsdagluvinausedosa

WHIATALBEN anA NN wazanaunas Ussndlng

NTHINT N5 * & LNet EWel
¥AU Total Total
@ Crosstabulation ¥ | WY ¥ | MY
hidesd 6| 25| 31| 324|1351] 1676
unang 14 11 25| 7571 595! 13.5]
g 29 42 71 | 15.68 | 22.70 | 38.38
AN 20| 38| 58|10.81(2054| 31.35
Total 69| 116 | 185 |37.30|62.70 | 100.00

naszanuaanIalumslinmeg  zasdhanrdavsaiinsdagluuinaendasca

WHWIAALHEN FBNINNHT uazanausas Uszndlng

MBI MITYA * " (WA e
~ FEA1 Total Total
e Crosstabulation WY | VY ¥y | M
liirouf s| 18] 23| 272| 978] 12.50
hunon 11| 10| 21| 598| 543| 11.41
A 29[ 44| 73115762391 | 39.67
Aun 23| 44| 67]12.50|23.91| 36.41
Total 68| 116 | 184 |36.96 | 63.04 | 100.00
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inrzANNEaIe lunsldnme q zasgiiardeniainsmaglusnanuninea

o -1 (=1 ] ° ]
ﬁl\?‘l‘i']ﬁ‘"']ﬁlﬁﬁﬂﬂ AVATHNH asaitnatdans ﬂia‘;‘n’lﬁlﬂﬂ

AHINGT NSO * 5 (WPl LW
Al Total Total
i Crosstabulation ¥ | MY MY | MY
lidesd 71 16| 23| 3.80| 889| 12.78
thunang 9| 10| 19| 500/ 5.56| 10.56
A 31| 55| 8617223056 47.78
AN 18] 34| 52/10.00]|18.89| 28.89
Total 65| 115| 180 |36.11 | 63.89 | 100.00

nnwzANNENTe lunslEnwee 9 gasdiiandeviainaiagluuinaueedaca

o a -1 < v © ®
WHIANIYLHAN dWATNNHT LasaItnatidgIs ﬂi%t‘ﬂﬂlﬂﬂ

ATHINUT M58 * . e WA
S¥@A1 Total Total
it Crosstabulation ¥ | WA Y | A
hifiood s1 14| 19| 278] 7.78| 10.56
1hunan 10/ 8| 18] 556| 444| 10.00
A 33| 59| 92]1833]3278| 51.11
Aun 17] 34| 51| 9.44|18.89| 28.33
Total 65| 115| 180 |36.11 | 63.89 | 100.00
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RWIAITLHAN AN wazanausas Uszinalna

ATHIBY 9 MINg * " LT LA
Al Total Total
iwet Crosstabulation 18 | N e | N
liirood 5 5 10| 7.04| 7.04| 14.08
thunaw 3] 1] 4] 423] 141 563
@ 5 8 13 7.04|11.27| 18.31
AN 10 34 441 14.08 | 47.89 | 61.97
Total 25 48 71 | 32,39 | 67.61 | 10000

nnyeAaNNansa lumsldniwmene 4 vasdnardeniaiimsmadluuinauniaca

RWIATLHEN aNNINNIT wazanaudas Ussindlng

My 7 MINA * . WAl et
a AL Total Total
e Crosstabulation WIe ﬂﬁj& W18 ‘”'EH:“
iifoud 6| 6| 12| 882| 882| 17.65
1hunaig b i = 4| 294| 294| 588
A 4 9| 13| 588|13.24| 19.12
Aun 9| 30| 39(13.24|44.12| 57.35
Total 21 47| 683088 69.12 | 100.00
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warzaNaNsalumsliniwee q 2agiiadeniainmsmaghndonuueiada

FIWIAMTHED FHAHN wazanausias Usemalng

MU My * i INeT i
JEAl Total Total
i Crosstabulation e | VY ¥ | M
luAeosd 71 14| 21]1061(2121] 31.82
unang 71 5| 12|1061| 7.58| 18.18
@ b 3 6| 455| 455| 9.09
Aun 4| 23| 27| 6.06|34.85| 4091
Total 21 45| 6631.8268.18|100.00

navzana@selumsliniwa q gasiadaviaiinsmegluuinanieca

ar as 1 < ] [ v
|WHIANIULHAN dHNTNNHT LLagaItnalNas ﬂ'i:ﬁtﬂﬁ‘lﬂﬂ

MBI M3 * % i WAt
F¥a1l Total Total
e Crosstabulation I | MU Y | MY
liirioof 10] 190 2915382923 | 44.62
1huna 41 3 71 615 462| 10.77
A 2| 3| 5] 08| 462| 7.69
A s| 19 24| 7692923 3692
Tl 21| 44| 65]32.31]67.69]100.00
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