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ABSTRACT

The project ‘Village Names in Chiang Saen District, Chiang Rai Province" aimed to 1)
investigate structures and meanings of village names in Chiang Sean District, Chiang Rai
Province, 2) examine motivations or reasons for naming villages and 3) explore local history,
ways of living, belief, and culture reflected from the village names in Chiang Saen District.
Data used in this study were from local governmental documents and field study by
interviewing informants from 70 villages in Chiang Saen District including chives of Témbols,
village headmen, assistant village headmen, elderly people, and other villagers. The
gathered data include village history, meaning of village names, and geographical
characteristics of the surrounding area. Analysis and synthesis were done according to the
objectives.

The results show that structures of village names (as taken the villages’ history into
consideration) can be from only one word to until the combination of four words. It was
found that a large number of 56 names consist of two words, nine names are one-word,
three and four-word names are less in number—4 and 1 villages respectively. In relation to
meaning, it was found that meanings of words used in naming are distributed in three major
semantic domains: [NATURE] (found in the highest number), [HUMAN], and [PROPERTY],
respectively. Besides, from the analysis of motivations and reasons in naming, it was found
that 42 villages were named according to their geographical characteristics. In addition, the
motivations include, important community areas or religious landmarks of village;s, the
existing communities, and important events in the past.

In addition, the study of village names shows—to some extent—the relationship with
local history, ways of living, belief, and culture. In terms of history, data about the
eslabléshment-of villages show the expansion of communities in relation to plain areas and
water sources. Moreover, the expansion of communities from the existing ones can be
reflected from the pattern of naming using the existing villages as head and directional
words as maodifier. In relation to ways of living and belief, it was found that the use of words
in geographical and botanical categories was found widely throughout the district
demonstrated briefly by maps. In addition, village names show close relationship with the

northern Thai dialect as found in spelling, phonetic, and the use of vocabulary words





