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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study the effect of rice husk ash (RHA) addition on
compressive strength of cement mortar using RHA from brick factory in Chiang Rai. Grinding
RHA in a pot mill for 0.5 1 and 1.5 h resulted in reduction of particle size to 78, 50 and 34 [lm,
respectively. These RHA powders were added into ordinary portland cement(OPC) mortar in the
ratio of 0-40 wt% with 10 wt% interval and cured for 1 7 14 28 and 56 days after casting. It was
found that adding RHA by 10-20 wt% increased compressive strength of the cement mortar while
further increase RHA to 30-40 wt% resulted in decreased compressive strength comparing with
ordinary cement mortar. Decreasing particle size of RHA tended to increase compressive strength
value of the modified cement mortar. Using 34 [Am RHA, compressive strength of modified
cement mortar was higher than that of OPC at all composition except at 40 wt%. The maximum
compressive strength value of 162.8 kg/cm2 was obtained from cement mortar added with 20 wt%
RHA having particle size of 34 |[Am and cured for 56 days. X-ray diffraction analysis showed that

increasing RHA content resulted in decreasing of Portlandite. This was probably due to the reaction



between Portlandite and RHA to obtain calcium silicate hydrate which contributed to the increasing of

compressive strength of supplementary cement mortar.
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