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ABSTRACT

This research entitled “The Lanna Traditional Tobacco Cultivation Culture” has been
carried out with the following objectives: 1) to study the culture of Lanna traditional tobacco
cultivation in Phayao and Nan Provinces 2) to investigate the social and economic status of
traditional tobacco growers; 3) to examine factors affecting the sustainable traditional Lanna

tobacco cultivation.

It was found the traditional cultivation of Lanna tobacco is a result of the accumulated
local wisdom passed on from generation to generation. In the rural community, the Lanna tobacco
has been exclusively used for smoking as well as everyday social activities and welcoming
important guests. The appropriate land used for tobacco plantation is either wetland or lowland
with sufficient water irrigation. On an average of 10 rais farmland, tobacco farmers will allocate 4
rais for their tobacco plantation. Approximately 90 days of the harvest period, tobacco is a high
yielding profitable crop in the short period of time. However, tobacco plantation is a hard time
and an energy-consuming task. The tobacco processing involves harvesting tobacco leaves,
selecting for strong and mild flavor. The tobacco leaves are brought to be cured for 3-4 days until
tobacco leaves become yellowness. All tobacco leaves are prepared to be cut by using tobacco

cutting machine. In the old days, tobacco growers used their manual traditional cutting equipment
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which was made of wood and sharp knife. Nowadays, tobacco cutting machines with generators
are widely used in the study areas. Marketing processes of tobacco begin from farmers to

middlemen in the local area or nearby provinces.

The socio-economic conditions of the respondents are living in the rural agricultural
communities. The family size is approximately of 3 to 4 members. Economic system is based on
sufficient mode of production. Apart from rice farming, the community also grows traditional
tobacco and corns. The approximate tobacco yield for a household is about 1.4 ton with 84.544.00
baht per year. Their net profits are 15,337.00 baht per year. This amount of net income is much

higher than any other produces.

The findings reveal the fact that factors affecting its sustainable depend on cultivation of
tobacco which is a part of culture and typical life styles of Northern Rural Thai. It also generates
higher income than any other crop. The soil remains fertile and appropriate for tobacco
cultivation. Moreover, there is also a high demand for traditional tobacco smokers and local

tobacco markets.

Keywords: Lanna traditional tobacco / Local wisdom
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