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ABSTRACT

“‘Patt Gong’: Phi-Phat Lanna in The Present Context of The Chiang Mai Society” is the
study of a type of folk music in Chiang Mai province called “Patt Gong.” The purposes of this
study are: 1) to study the characteristics of Patt Gong; 2) to study the role and relationship of Patt
Gong in the culture and rituals in Chiang Mai; and 3) to study the impact of social changes on the
adaptation of Patt Gong in Chiang Mai province. Literature reviews and tape recordings related to
Patt Gong were used in the research to prepare and verify the data. The research gathered data
from field work, and the data was then analyzed with conclusions being drawn based on the

theoretical framework of the study.

The result of the study revealed that Patt Gong is a type of folk music which has the
characteristics of the Phi-Phat ensemble. It is the cultural integration between Thai music and
Lanna music. Patt Gong is related to the social structure through different types of socialization
such as Khum or royal courts, temples and communities. The existing Patt Gong reflects the
unique qualities of Lanna music in the sort of musical instruments that are played as well as the

songs and the ensemble composition patterns.
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This study of the role and the relationship between Patt Gong and folk societies in
Chiang Mai found that the musical ensemble was connected to the way of life of the people. It
was usually used in folk rituals such as spiritual rites as well as in daily life and in Buddhist

ceremonies. It influenced both cultural activities and folk rituals in both direct and indirect ways.

This study of the existing Patt Gong tradition in Chiang Mai at the present time found
that changes in society affected the adaptation of Patt Gong to certain new patterns which are
called “Hae- Prayuk.” Other social changes such as the introduction of modern music, electronic
instruments and spiritual beliefs resulted in the adaptation of Patt Gong which allowed it to
survive in present society. Despite the deterioration of Patt Gong, its old pattern have been
changed and given new life. Patt Gong still survives in freshly adapted patterns, and still remains

a meaningful musical element in the folk rituals and traditional life of Chiang Mai.
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