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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research is to study the role of the Life Prolongation Ceremony
(Suerb Cha Ta) in Chiang Rai people’s lifestyle, life prolongation in Chiang Rai people’s
everyday life and the ceremony of life prolongation culture in Chiang Rai from intellectuals in
religion, art and Chiang Rai’s local culture. Data are collected from both Chiang Rai natives and
foreigners resided in Chiang Rai, Monks and laymen in local Municipality of Nakhon Chiang
Rai, Muang District, Chiang Rai Province using qualitative researching method: intensive

interviewing.

The result of the study shows that the population group, both Chiang Rai natives and
other people, understand that Life Prolongation Ceremony is the motivating ceremony that
promotes moral principle such as love, unity, gratefulness, and appreciating the value of nature
and environment to the participants. To make the Life Prolongation Ceremony sanctified and
sacred, which affects the faith of people, it must be composed of all necessary components. The

Life Prolongation Ceremony can be adapted for restoring the balance of the damaged nature and

(6)



environment. The existence of the Life Prolongation Ceremony depends of the faith of people in
the ceremony.

The important thing is, there should be campaigns to make people in society realize the
values and importance of the Life Prolongation Ceremony, that is, educate them — children and
adults — the procedures of ceremony. Every relevant groups should take participate seriously and
widely by learning the essences and correct procedures of the ceremony, providing the
opportunity for the ceremony to be demonstrated in events and, the utmost, people should use

essences of the ceremony in their everyday life according to the intention of Life Prolongation.

Keywords: Life Prolongation Ceremony (Suerb Cha Ta) / Chiang Rai People’s Lifestyle
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