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ABSTRACT

This study, entitled “The Dynamics of Being Yunnanese-Chinese in northern Thailand:
The Integrations into Thai-State”, focuses on the people that identify themselves as Yunnanese,
who began their settlement in Thailand in 1953 for reasons pertaining to internal politics of
China. The primary objective of this study is to explain the dynamics of Yunnanese people’s
ethnic adaptation, hierarchisation and superiorisation in relation to other ethnic groups, by means
of the social organizations of the Yunnanese in Thailand. This research was conducted by using
qualitative Research method; employing interviews with informant in historical accounts based
on expatriates’ and related people orally recounted stories. The obtained data were supplemented

by statistical figures to ensure accuracy.

As revealed by the study, the process of ethnic adaptation of Yunnanese people in
Northern Thailand was initiated by two parties. The first, the Thai State, attempted to create
“Yunnanese-ness’ to the extent that they would be ethnically assimilated to the locals.

Meanwhile, the second party, which comprised some Yunnanese who refused to relinquish their

(7



Chinese characteristics, chose to restore their ethnic identity in their own ways. In this study,

three stages of hierarchisation through the process of ‘Yunnanese-ness’ were discovered.

Stage One: This is concerned only the Yunnanese who inherited their ‘Yunnanese-ness’

patrimonially. This group was annexed to the population of the Thai State.

Stage Two: This is concerned the first group of Yunnanese, but with an additional factor
of patrimonially inherited economic power and with social space for their expression of Chinese

identity. Members of this group became Thai- Yunnanese citizens

Stage Three: This is concerned members of the first two groups, but with an additional
factor of cultural-traditional restoration. The purpose of such restoration was not conservation,
but production and reproduction of Yunnanese ideology intended to create differences from and
superiority to other ethnic groups. Amongst members of this group, the differences created were
evident in three areas: first, the faction that still maintained the military power of the former
National People's Party; second, some groups of Muslim Yunnanese who developed into a unique
Muslim identity; and third, the group that was in the process of reunification with the Han

Chinese of mainland China.

The phenomenon of hierchisation amongst the Yunnanese, which was specific to this
study, involved ‘ethnic domestication’. Ethnic domestication is an intermediate process between
the ethno-political processes of ‘integration’ and ‘assimilation’, which the Yunnanese are

dynamically undergoing in the Thai State’s efforts to assimilate various ethnic groups.

Keywords: Yunnanese /ethnicity / ethnic domestication
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