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ABSTRACT

This study attempts, as its primary objective, to study the contexts of tourism, economy,
politics and laws, socio-cultural, communication technology, environment and marketing, along with
the issues of tourism readiness (6A’s); Attraction, Accessibility, Amenities, Ancillary Services,
Accommodation and Activities of the R3A Northern Economic Corridor (Chiang Rai-Kunming) in

order to determine strategies needed for tourism development along this economic corridor.

The methodology adopted for Mixed methodology Research was in-depth interviewing.
Interviews were conducted with administrators of the public and the private sectors, and with tourism
stakeholders. In addition, by means of participatory observation, non-participatory observation and
tourism-readiness survey forms (6A’s), the data were also collected from tourism business
practitioners, as well as from Thai and foreign tourists visiting the cities under investigation. The cities
include Chiang khong of Thailand, Luang Nam Tha of the Democratic People’s Republic of Lao, and

Jing Hong of the Xishuangbanna Province, The People Republic of China.

The data were analyzed both qualitatively, and quantitatively based on the content analysis

and SWOT analysis methods. Statistic were also used to analyze the data.
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The study has found that the R3A Northern Economic Corridor (Chiang Rai-Kunming), since
its official opening, has been exhibiting situations of and trends in tourism growth and expansion.
This is due to the development of infrastructure and facilities in tourist attractions areas, supported by
the various outstanding contexts of tourism in its vicinity, namely, socio- cultural, economic and
tourism-related marketing contexts, all of which strongly attract tourists. Despite the different political
systems, laws and statutes, communication technology and environments, the three countries have

collaborated to support tourism infrastructure development.

With regard to the issue of tourism readiness (6A’s), it is found that the degree of readiness is
in the intermediate. Only the aspect of access routes to tourist accessibility has been rated high. On the
other hand, the degrees of tourist attraction readiness, amenities readiness, ancillary Services
readiness, accommodation readiness, and tourism activity readiness are intermediate. For this reason,
it is necessary that tourism development strategies be devised in accordance with the Mutual Proactive
and Defensive Tourism Development Policy.Such strategies include (1) strategies to develop for better
tourism links of Chiangkhong , Luang Nam Tha and Jing Hong (2) strategies to develop for building
logistic networks and tourism (3) strategies to of tourism businesses center (4) strategies to develop
tourism readiness (6A’s) and (5) strategies to build networks and alliances of tourism businesses, as a

means to accommodate future expansion of tourism.

Keywords : R3A Northern Economic Corridor (Chiang Rai-Kunming) / Tourism readiness (6A’s)
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