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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is (1) to study the patterns of activities of the holistic
development for underprivileged children who are abused (2) to study the general situation and
problems relating to the holistic development for abused underprivileged children who reside in
certain children shelters of some foundations and organizations in the community (3) to propose
the activities and propose a model of Holistic Potential-Development for the abused children. The
samples used for this research study are: 20 administrators from government agencies, Child
development organizations and private foundations working with underprivileged children in the
communities, 12 abused underprivileged children from government shelters and 24 abused
children who stay in children shelters of some development organizations or foundations and in
the communities. The research tools of this study are (1) In- depth interviews (2) Questionnaire
for informal interviews, (3) Small group discussions (4) Non-participatory observation and
(5) Informal conversations using a questionnaire. The Quantitative data collected are analyzed by
using the percentage, mean, standard deviation analysis. The qualitative data are analyzed by the

content. The findings of the research are as follows;
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1. The patterns of activities of holistic development for abused underprivileged children
conducted by government agencies are craft activities, study trips and swimming lessons. Most
activities do not response the children’s need and do not focus on the holistic development of
child in each area. The problems and difficulties facing the government agencies are lack of the
officers who specializing in the area of child development activities, lack of clear goals and lack
of systematic (activity) planning for long term. The private organizations rung development
activities such as summer camp, teaching ethics and planting vegetable gardens which the
children were not really interested in participating. The target groups had many children whose
needs as an abused child were not directly focused or taken care of. There weren’t any indicators
of child development too. The public community who organized campaigns against (domestic)
violence, planting trees in the community and sports to promote relationships lacked leaders and
volunteers to help organize the activities including lack of funding for such activities, thus
making it difficult in integrating the abused children into the community. Therefore, these
activities used by all sectors for child development do not respond to the (abused) children’s need
in the community to help them change their behavior.

2. The study of the general situation and problems relating to the holistic development
for abused underprivileged children who reside in certain children shelters of some foundations
and organizations in the community found that the problems of a holistic development of all
agencies working with abused children in the local area received cooperation from all
organization sectors to investigate the facts and help the child receive protection and social
welfare. Government agencies have organized trainings to build networks among the people to
understand the process of identifying and reporting to Government officers of marginalized
children who have been abused. However, the public have not shown interest to this nor do the
government agencies have sufficient personnel. To add to this, they lack advance skills to work
with abused children. The study showed that administrators of private organizations of each
organization were involved in many other activities and had limited time to give to the abused

children. The abused children have been given help and benefits to study in school and have
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received welfare assistance in the area of counseling and psychological healing, but this has not
been successful because of lack of workers having expertise and lack of budget for abused
children. As for the public community, families have gone through a rapid growth and
development in the area of technology. Most of them are farmers and do not have the time to take
care of their children thus paving way for them to involve themselves in wrong behavior, putting
them at risk to be easily abused by adults close to them. The collaboration of the network of
leaders and the multidisciplinary teams in the community found that the community did not really
involve in paying attention to having surveillance of such dangers in the society. The community
lacked cooperation and knowledge in understanding children rights and the laws of child
protection.

3. In proposed the activities and proposed model of Holistic Potential-Development for
the abused children, it was found that the results of the activities of holistic development
produced a good understanding in knowledge and awareness among the children at a high level.
The Children displayed an increase of their potentials, capabilities and life skills to develop
themselves physically, emotionally and socially. The researcher proposed the 4 P model as a
model of Holistic Potential-Development for the abused children: The first P stands for
Preparation (Preparing) which is preparing a readiness in all area of abuse children. The second P
stands for providing (Providing) which is about providing/allocating necessary things from
different organization (Protecting). This is to provide protection and security for children living
in the society. And the fourth P stands for promotion (Promoting) which is about promoting the
(quality of development) activities for abused children living in foundations and children shelters
of organizations that could be used as a pattern of holistic potential-development for the abused
underprivileged children. By participating in all development activities, the child can learn by
self-improvement (as appropriate) and receive psychological treatment and cure to develop as a

good child with changed behavior living safely and not being a burden to the society.
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The suggestions to this study are that the government agencies, the private organization
and the public community who work and help support the abused children should cooperate and
work together in making plans and strategy for better surveillance in society and in the
development of children in the community buy having campaigns motivating people to stop
violence against children and coordinating work between the different organizations — both
government and non — government by having confidence in the potential resources available
locally. This will create spatial strategies planning for the community surveillance leading to the
building of a people’s movement that would help bring about changes and reduce the problem
that abused children face. To have access to the child and their family, all organization and
partnerships should train their workers with specialized skills and knowledge to solve the
problems for the long term. They should also promote the community to have an efficient
network of volunteers (of Public consciousness) to increase surveillance for social dangers
relating to children. The use of the development model for the abused children will be successful
if it depends and includes people’s participation and cooperation.

According to the development model to protect and solve the problem, the building of awareness
among the families in the community will result in the abused children receiving a holistic
development that is correct. Everyone in the community can help in keeping an eye and caring
for them so that they can experience a healthy growth and lead a normal life in the community

with much happiness.

Keywords: Holistic Child Potential-Development / The Abused Underprivileged Children /

Participatory Development Process.
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