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ABSTRACT

The thesis aims to study legal measures concerning civil aviation security, with reference
to a case study on the international airport seizure and blockade in Thailand and to explore the
possibility of resolving these problems and the proper prevention measures against future seizure

and blockade of international airports.

According to the study, apart from the 18 Annexes of the Chicago Convention 1944,
there are four other international agreements which deal with the measures to prevent unlawful
acts against security of civil aviation These are (1) Tokyo Convention 1963 (2) Hague Convention
1970 (3) Montreal Convention 1971 and (4) Montreal Protocol 1988. For Thailand, any legal
measures in this matter were the results of the implementation of these conventions into Thai law
as state party to the respective agreements. However, it is found that none of these legal instruments

and Thai laws deals specifically with the prevention of unlawful seizure and blockade of airports.

In November 2008 the People's Alliance for Democracy led a seizure and blockade of
Suvarnabhumi International Airport and Donmeung International Airport with the results that the
main airports of Thailand had to be closed for more than one week. The closure had big impacts

and caused damages politically, economically and socially. Such an incident was the first in the
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world where people staged a seizure and blockade of an airport but it was not deemed an act of
terrorism. This incident was only regarded a public demonstration protest. But the study found
that Thailand has never legislated any law to regulate public assembly in a public area. Thus the
police had to adapt other available laws to deal will such public assembly in a public area, such as
the Criminal Code B.E. 2499 the Emergency Decree on Public Administration in Emergency

Situation B.E. 2548.

The study finding shows that the use of rights and the freedom in a democratic country
always have some limitation. There are no unlimited rights and freedom. At present, many countries
regard the assembly in a public area as the normal application of the right in democratic system
and such assembly in a public area has to be peaceful with minimum effects to the general or other
people who disagree with the assembly. In Thailand the assembly by the people has been continually
has been constitutionally provided since the Constitution of B.E.2489. However, for peace and
public order, such constitutional freedom has to be subject to section 29, section 32 and section
63 of Constitution of B.E.2550. However these measures are not enough to prevent the public

assembly against the seizure and blockade of international airports.

The author therefore proposes that in order to prevent such an incident and to prepare the
authority with competence to control any situation which may cause the blockade and seizure of
international airports and without having to resort to the Emergency Decree on Public Administration
in Emergency Situation B.E. 2548, a new legislation be enacted to deal with public assembly in a
public area which covers legal measures against public assembly in areas that could affect the
safety of international aviation. This could help prevent future blockade and seizure of international

airports.

Keywords: Legal Measures / Civil Aviation Security / Airport Seizure and Blockade
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