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ABSTRACT

This thesis studies the release of convicts before the end of the sentence through the
process of parole. The problem originated from the state policy of using long term imprisonment
as a means to rehabilitate the offenders. Problems arise when the prisons are overcrowded and the
correction department resorted to the earlier release of the convict through parole. Prisoners with
good behavior will be eligible for parole and will be released from prison before the completion
of the sentence. Parole is used in order to convince the prisoners to behave well, to enforce
prisoners’ discipline and to reduce prison overflow. As a result, prisoners usually never serve the
full sentence as imposed by the sentencing court. However, the laws relating to parole of Thailand
lacks systematic process and it was originally enacted purely for the management of correctional
institutions. Rules and regulations are scattering which make it confusing and difficult to apply

and enforce.

Comparison with the facts and law in a foreign country on prisoner release before the end
of the sentence by parole, such as in the United States and Japan this thesis finds that parole
legislations are very clear and systematic. In those countries laws pertaining to parole are

constantly revised so that the system is kept to date with current progress. Parole laws of the

(6)



United States and Japan have helped improved offenders behavior. Assist those released back into
society to live a normal life in society by obtaining the cooperation of all parties and opens to the

community and society to participate in the criminal justice system.

Therefore, in order to create a real impact on the use of parole in Thailand, comparative
study of the law of parole in a foreign countries is necessary to devise a model for the application
in developing suitable parole system in Thailand. It should be noted that all measures are intended
to make the offender improve their habits and to modify behavior, becoming good citizen, and to
live in society with happiness. Communities will be safe from crime. The measures also
encourage communities and families to get involved in helping to improve and take care of the

offender. Reduce crime in the Thai society as a result.

In addition, the author suggested that systematic and elaborate law on parole system be
enacted follow the Japanese model and office responsible for the supervision of inmates during

parole until the time of its expiration must be assigned.

Keywords: Execution / Sentence / Parole
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UNITED STATES PAROLE COMMISSION RULE

GUIDELINES FOR DECISION-MAKING [Guidelines for Decision-Making, Customary

Total Time to be Served before Release (including jail time)]

OFFENSE OFFENDER CHARACTERISTICS: Parole Prognosis
CHARACTERISTICS: (Salient Factor Score 1998)
Severity of Offense Very Good Good Fair Poor
Behavior (10-8) (7-6) (5-4) (3-0)
Category One Guideline
Range
<=4 <=8 8-12 12-16
months months months months
Category Two Guideline
Range
<=6 <=10 12-16 16-22
months months months months
Category Three Guideline
Range
<=10 <=12-16 18-24 24-32
months months months months
Category Four Guideline
Range
<=12-18 <=8 8-12 12-16
months months months months
Category Five Guideline
Range
<=24-36 <=36-48 48-60 60-72
months months months months
Category Six Guideline
Range
<=40-52 <=52-64 64-78 78-100

months months months months
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OFFENSE OFFENDER CHARACTERISTICS: Parole Prognosis
CHARACTERISTICS: (Salient Factor Score 1998)
Category Seven Guideline
Range
<=52-80 <=64-92 78-110 100-148
months months months months
Category Eight* Guideline
Range
<=100+ <=120+ 150+ 180+
months months months months

*Note: For Category Eight, no upper limits are specified due to the extreme variability of the
cases within this category. For decisions exceeding the lower limit of the applicable guideline
category by more than 48 months, the Commission will specify the pertinent case factors upon
which it relied in reaching its decision, which may include the absence of any factors mitigating
the offense. This procedure is intended to ensure that the prisoner understands that individualized
consideration has been given to the facts of the case, and not to suggest that a grant of parole is to
be presumed for any class of Category Eight offenders. However, a murder committed to silence
a victim or witness, a contract murder, a murder by torture, the murder of a law enforcement
officer to carry out an offense, or a murder carried out to further the aims of an on-going criminal
operation, shall not justify a parole at any point in the prisoner's sentence unless there are
compelling circumstances in mitigation (e.g., a youthful offender who participated in a murder
planned and executed by his parent). Such aggravated crimes are considered, by definition, at the
extreme high end of Category Eight offenses. For these cases, the expiration of the sentence is
deemed to be a decision at the maximum limit of the guideline range. (The fact that an offense
does not fall under the definition contained in this rule does not mean that the Commission is

obliged to grant a parole.)
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U.S. PAROLE COMMISSION OFFENSE BEHAVIOR SEVERITY INDEX

CHAPTER ONE. OFFENSES OF GENERAL APPLICABILITY
CHAPTER TWO. OFFENSES INVOLVING THE PERSON
Subchapter A -Homicide Offenses
Subchapter B -Assault Offenses
Subchapter C -Kidnaping and Related Offenses
Subchapter D -Sexual Offenses
Subchapter E -Offenses Involving Aircraft
Subchapter F -Communication of Threats
CHAPTER THREE. OFFENSES INVOLVING PROPERTY
Subchapter A -Arson and Property Destruction Offenses
Subchapter B -Criminal Entry Offenses
Subchapter C -Robbery, Extortion, and Blackmail
Subchapter D -Theft and Related Offenses
Subchapter E -Counterfeiting and Related Offenses
Subchapter F -Bankruptcy Offenses
Subchapter G -Violations of Securities or Investment Regulations and Antitrust Offenses
CHAPTER FOUR. OFFENSES INVOLVING IMMIGRATION, NATURALIZATION,
AND PASSPORTS
CHAPTER FIVE. OFFENSES INVOLVING REVENUE
Subchapter A -Internal Revenue Offenses
Subchapter B -Customs Offenses
Subchapter C -Contraband Cigarettes
CHAPTER SIX. OFFENSES INVOLVING GOVERNMENTAL PROCESS
Subchapter A -Impersonation of Officials
Subchapter B -Obstructing Justice
Subchapter C -Official Corruption
CHAPTER SEVEN. OFFENSES INVOLVING INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS
Subchapter A -Offenses Involving Civil Rights

Subchapter B -Offenses Involving Privacy
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CHAPTER EIGHT. OFFENSES INVOLVING EXPLOSIVES AND WEAPONS
Subchapter A -Explosives and Other Dangerous Articles
Subchapter B -Firearms
CHAPTER NINE. OFFENSES INVOLVING ILLICIT DRUGS
Subchapter A -Heroin and Opiate Offenses
Subchapter B -Marijuana and Hashish Offenses
Subchapter C -Cocaine Offenses
Subchapter D -Other Illicit Drug Offenses
CHAPTER TEN. OFFENSES INVOLVING NATIONAL DEFENSE
Subchapter A -Treason and Related Offenses
Subchapter B -Sabotage and Related Offenses
Subchapter C -Espionage and Related Offenses
Subchapter D -Selective Service Offenses
Subchapter E -Other National Defense Offenses
CHAPTER ELEVEN. OFFENSES INVOLVING ORGANIZED CRIMINAL ACTIVITY,
GAMBLING, OBSCENITY, SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN,
PROSTITUTION, NON-GOVERNMENTAL CORRUPTION, CURRENCY
TRANSACTIONS, AND THE ENVIRONMENT
Subchapter A -Organized Crime Offenses
Subchapter B -Gambling Offenses
Subchapter C -Obscenity
Subchapter D -Sexual Exploitation of Children
Subchapter E -Prostitution and White Slave Traffic
Subchapter F -Non-Governmental Corruption
Subchapter G -Currency Offenses
Subchapter H - Environmental Offenses
CHAPTER TWELVE. MISCELLANEOUS OFFENSES

CHAPTER THIRTEEN. GENERAL NOTES AND DEFINITIONS
Subchapter A -General Notes

Subchapter B -Definitions
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