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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the Study of Conflict and Violence of Local Politics in the Upper North
of Thailand between 2000 and 2009 are to (1) know the number of assassination attempts on
local politicians during 2000 — 2009 which will comparatively reflect severity of this problem
occurred each year in each province, (2) study characteristics, causes, effects and problem
solving process of the conflicts, (3) analyze and understand the factors which turn political

conflicts into violence, and the effects of the violence upon the locals in the area.

Primarily the research on statistical number of assassination attempts on local politicians
in the 8 upper-northern provinces of Thailand has been collected from daily newspapers and
official information which was kindly provided by Provincial Police Region 5. The data has
shown that (1) total number of the assassination attempts, 67 cases in ten years, is considered
very low compared to other regions and compare to number of all local politicians and murder
cases in the upper-northern region, (2) assassination attempts occurred in all provinces but not in
Mae Hong Son. The top three provinces where most attempts occurred were Chiang Rai (21

attempts), Chiang Mai (17 attempts) and Phrae (14 attempts). Mostly the attempts occurred more
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often with local administrative organizations in border districts, (3) the number of assassination
attempts during the first three year of this study was not stable. The attempts increased
significantly in 2003 (16 attempts) due to government’s war-on-drug policy, before the gradually
decreasing in number of the attempts in the following years, and no assassination found at all in

2009.

Two local government administration organizations in Phrae province, which are Phare
provincial administrative organization and Mae Yang Tan sub-district administrative organization
in Rong Kwang district, have been used as in-depth case study. Information for this study was
collected through various qualitative research sources such as interview of relevant people,

government documents and a local newspaper.

The results from the study have shown that (1) those conflicts between individuals from
the same party that had developed into conflicts between political opponents are a major type of
conflict that later on had become violence, (2) the primary cause of the conflicts was none other
than conflict of interests including in Loan for Local Development Project and coming to term
with an auction. The conflict of interests led to more other conflicts such as conflict during
election, from fear of losing power and dignity. It is hard to be able to clearly identify what really
caused the assassination attempts because there usually was more than one, (3) speaking of
dealing with conflicts, relatively big local administrative organizations usually use various ways
including political machinery, legislative framework and negotiation while small local
administrative organizations use personal negotiation as a mean to deal with conflicts, (4) the key
factors that maintain violence are local values, local culture, individual personality of people who
cause the violence, and characteristics of the juridical system in each particular area, (5) even
though with slow progress of prosecution and little success in punishing those instigators, the

ones who use violence have not had any success again in political election.
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This study has proven that even though democracy or decentralization of power has not
been able to eliminate political violence, it can obstruct those people who use violence, from

gaining political power through an election.

Keywords: Political Violence/Assassination/Local Politics
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