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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to examine the concepts and theories related to the
prevention and resolution of transboundary noise pollution. It also investigates existing
policies and legal frameworks at the regional, bilateral, and national levels concerning
the management of such issues. The study specifically focuses on a case analysis of
the border area between Chiang Saen District, Chiang Rai Province, Thailand, and the
Golden Triangle Special Economic Zone in Ton Pheung District, Bokeo Province, Lao
People's Democratic Republic, which has been significantly and continuously affected
by noise-generating activities.

The study found that the promotion and development of special economic
zones (SEZs) in the ASEAN region are aimed at enhancing the quality of life and
expanding economic opportunities for border communities. However, these
developments have also resulted in uncontrolled commercial activities that generate
severe noise pollution. In particular, the Lao PDR government granted a long-term
concession to Chinese investors to develop the Golden Triangle SEZ, leading to the
construction of extensive infrastructure and entertainment facilities, such as Chinatown
areas, activity plazas, casinos, night markets, and large shopping complexes. These
developments have become major sources of noise that adversely affect the physical

and mental well-being of people living in nearby Thai communities, especially in



Chiang Saen District, Chiang Rai Province, where residents have been continuously
disturbed without any concrete remedial measures being implemented.

In response to this problem, the researcher proposes international measures and
approaches to effectively and sustainably manage transboundary noise pollution. These
include: (1) encouraging the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) to establish
a specific cooperative framework addressing transboundary noise pollution, and (2)
developing a bilateral agreement between Thailand and the Lao People's Democratic
Republic that sets out mechanisms for controlling, monitoring, and mitigating
transboundary noise impacts. Such mechanisms should incorporate early warning
systems, noise level monitoring, public participation, and cooperation at both local and

national levels, in accordance with principles of international environmental law.

Keywords: Transboundary Pollution, Noise Pollution, International Cooperation
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% Beyerlin, Ulrich, Neighbour States, Encyclopedia of Public International Law 10, 313.
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% Rio Declaration on Environment and Development 1992.

Principle 10: Environmental issues are best handled with the participation of allconcerned
citizens, at the relevant level. At the national level, eachindividual shall have appropriate access
to information concerning theenvironment that is held by public authorities, including information
onhazardous materials and activities in their communities, and theopportunityto participate in
decision-making processes. States shall facilitate andencourage public awareness and participation
by making information widely available. Effective access to judicial and administrative proceedings,
including redress and remedy, shall be provided.
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% Ouchi, Kazuomi and Maki Nishiumi, ‘United Nations Contributions to the Prevention and
Settlement of Conflicts’ (Chuo University Press, 2003) 21.

% Cohen, J. M., & Uphoff, N. T., ‘Participation in Rural Development: Seeking Clarity Though Specify’
(1980) 8 World Development 213, 219.

 WHO, ‘Report of the International Conference on Primary Health Care’ (N.P 1978) 41-49.

% Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, 1992.
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# SDG Move Team (149550 80).
% SDG Move Team, ‘Goal 3: Good Health and Well-being’ (SDG Move 2023) <www.sdgmove.com
/2016/10/06/90al-3-good-health-and-well-being/> Fuduile 8 fluraw 2567.
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% SDG Move Team, ‘Goal 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities’ (SDG Move 2023) <https://www.
sdgmove.com/2016/10/07/goal-11-sustainable-cities-and-communities/> duddle 8 flunau 2567.
8 SDG Move Team, Goal 15: Life on Land, (SDG Move 2023) <https://www.sdgmove.
com/2016/10/07/g0al-15-life-on-land/> Auduiile 8 furew 2567.
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ﬁLﬂ’mmwé’ﬂiumimu@ummﬁmmqmwawﬁﬂﬂﬁmiﬁuﬁwaqqmammamaqmm R
Tl aa. 1957 ldvgnenisrunguaseunqumeLasssiadu q lasuszimaandnldasum
Tuausdyinglsu® (Treaty of Rome) Lﬁ'aa‘i’ﬂ@fwimmumwgﬁaqisﬂ (European
Economic Community: EEC) Lﬁ@IﬁLﬂuﬁgﬂawquamm (Customs Union) kagnainsiu
(Common Market) fatfunszuaunssiunguiuaswgianuszauanudniaduegaunn®
waglud a.a. 1990 ludremdsasnsubu dfumauaziosudldiauelidnnsdadsannin
nsidiesvesslsuiu welviinsfvuauloviedunisanassmauagautuassau iy
ﬁw"l,ﬂq'ﬂﬁﬁ‘i’mmgﬂawmwqiﬁﬂﬂ‘fﬂuﬂ A.A. 1992” auausdyeyunanisv (Treaty of
Maastricht) Aifinateduldlud a.a. 1993 wiedeogrnlunienisin ausdyanindeanam
¢ 151 (Treaty on European Union: TEU) wagladn19iud sud 0ain 171 “Uszunan”
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8 European, ‘History of the European Union 1945-59’ (EU no publication date) <https://european-
union.europa.eu/principles-countries-history/history-eu/1945-59 en> accessed 11 March 2024.

® Treaty establishing the European Economic Community.

% nsuglsy Nsensansanelseine, ‘annmelsy (The European Union - EU) (16 September 2024)
<https://europetouch.mfa.go.th/th/content/89715-%E0%B8%AA%E0%B8%ABY%E0%B8%A0%
E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%IEWE0%BEWA29%E0%B8%B8%EN%BI%82%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%IB-the-
european-union-eu?page=5d6ac39e15e39c3f300018dd&menu=5d6ac39e15e39c3f300018de>
accessed 12 December 2024.

o European, ‘History of the European Union 1990-99’ (EU no publication date) <https://european-
union.europa.eu/principles-countries-history/history-eu/1990-99 _en> accessed 11 March 2024.

2 Treaty on European Union, Article A
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“..By this Treaty, the High Contracting Parties establish among themselves a European
Union hereinafter called the Union...”
o Treaty on European Union, Article 2

“..The Community shall have as its task, by establishing a common market and an
economic and monetary union and by implementing the common policies or activities referred to
in Articles 3 and 3a, to promote throughout the Community a harmonious and balanced
development of economic activities, sustainable and non-inflationary growth respecting the
environment, a high degree of convergence of economic performance, a high level of employment
and of social protection, the raising of the standard of living and quality of life, and economic and
social cohesion and solidarity among Member States...”
" wunias mmzqaﬁqmé ‘AMENITUNTANSUYWETURYIANUNIATIVEOUN A AnTuywevuly
ANMUFUNUT TEnIBeNTUAIER Y’ (S1891uNsAnwIITolauered1inuANensTuNSANS U ve Y
WYNYF 2558) 79.
” fimunRveaiilolsuiidinedauindon (Special Eurobarometer 501) duduiile 11 fuiau 2567.
% European Commission, ‘European Green Deal’ (no publication date) <https://commission.europa.eu/

strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en> accessed 11 March 2024.
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*’European Commission, ‘Delivering the environmental commitments under the European Green
Deal’ (no publication date) <https://ec.europa.eu/environment/stories/delivering/> accessed 13 October
2023.

98European Commission (n 95)
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” European Commission, ‘Objectives’ (no publication date) <https://environment.ec.europa.eu/
strategy/zero-pollution-action-plan_en> accessed 12 March 2024.

1% European Commission, ‘Zero pollution action plan’ (no publication date) <https://environment.
ec.europa.eu/strategy/zero-pollution-action-plan_en> accessed 12 March 2024.

! European Commission, ‘Noise’ (no publication date) <https://environment.ec.europa.eu/

topics/noise_en> accessed 10 March 2024.
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% Interreg, ‘The Interreg Italy-France Maritime 2021-2027" (no publication date) <https://interreg.eu/

programme/interreg-italy-france/> accessed 14 March 2024.
' European Territorial Cooperation, ‘Interreg 30 Years’ (no publication date) <https://ec.europa.eu
/regional_policy/policy/cooperation/european-territorial/30-years_en> accessed 2 December 2024.
1% Source characterization guidelines for noise mapping of port areas, ‘National Library of Medicine’
(March 2022) <www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8927938/#bib5.> accessed 23 March 2023.

' Interreg (n 101).
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1% Governo Italiano, ‘European territorial cooperation programmes 2021-2027’ (no publication date)

<https://www.mase.gov.it/pagina/european-territorial-cooperation-programmes-2021-2027>
accessed 2 December 2024.

' European Commission, ‘Interreg A - Cross-border cooperation’ (no publication date) <https://ec.europa.
eu/regional_policy/policy/cooperation/european-territorial/crossborder_en> accessed 2 December 2024.
108 European Commission, ‘Cohesion Policy: The EU’s main investment policy’ (no publication date)
<https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/policy/what/investment-policy en> accessed 20 November 2023.

% Governo Italiano (n 105).
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% % s = Y o = q’.J/ dy ¥ [ 5 =
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"% The ASEAN Secretariat, ‘The Founding of ASEAN’ (no publication date) <https://asean.org/the-

founding-of-asean/> accessed 1 March 2024.

" law of Asean, ‘AatdusnuaswauinisyesUssananendeu’ (uUl.) <https://lawforasean.

krisdika.go.th/Home/Advise> dudwidle 1 flunau 2567.

"% The ASEAN Declaration (Bangkok Declaration) Bangkok, 8 August 1967.
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"2 ASEAN Community Vision 2025

“..We, the Heads of State/Government representing the peoples of the Member States of
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (hereinafter referred to as ASEAN), gather here today at
the 27th ASEAN Summit in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, to celebrate the formal establishment of the
ASEAN Community 2015 and to chart the ASEAN Community Vision 2025...”

"% Kuala Lumpur Declaration on ASEAN 2025: Forging Ahead Together

“..ADOPT the ASEAN Community Vision 2025, the ASEAN Political-Security Community
Blueprint 2025, the ASEAN Economic Community Blueprint 2025 and the ASEAN Socio-Cultural
Community Blueprint 2025...”
"PASEAN Community Vision 2025, ASEAN Political-Security Community

“...0ur ASEAN Political-Security Community by 2025 shall be a united, inclusive and
resilient community. Our peoples shall live in a safe, harmonious and secure environment, embrace
the values of tolerance and moderation as well as uphold ASEAN fundamental principles, shared
values and norms. ASEAN shall remain cohesive, responsive and relevant in addressing challenges
to regional peace and security as well as play a central role in shaping the evolving regional

architecture, while deepening our engagement with external parties and contributing collectively

to global peace, security and stability...”
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18 ASEAN Community Vision 2025, ASEAN Economic Community

“...0ur ASEAN Economic Community by 2025 shall be highly integrated and cohesive;
competitive, innovative and dynamic; with enhanced connectivity and sectoral cooperation; and a
more resilient, inclusive, and people-oriented, people-centred community integrated with the
global economy...”

" ASEAN Community Vision 2025, ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community
“...0ur ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community by 2025 shall be one that engages and benefits

the peoples, and is inclusive, sustainable, resilient, and dynamic...”
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e Jurgen Ruland, ‘Southeast Asian Regionalism and Global Governance: “Multilateral Utility” or

“Hedging Utility”?’ (2011) 1 Contemporary Southeast Asia 83, 83-112.

' FaaSen wdysunmd, Gtendeudunisidulszvianenden’ (2561) 1 Msansifcnans univendy
waWmane 179, 184.

120|983 184-185.

121

Rodolfo C. Severino, Southeast Asia in Search of an ASEAN Community: Insights from the Former

ASEAN Secretary-general (Institute of Southeast Asian Studies 2006) 34.
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' Kuala Lumpur Declaration on ASEAN 2025: Forging Ahead Together.
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127 ASEAN COMMUNITY VISION 2025, ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community

“...A sustainable community that promotes social development and environmental

protection through effective mechanisms to meet the current and future needs of our peoples...”
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Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context Espoo, Finland

1991, Article 2
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% UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON THE HUMAN ENVIRONMENT (Stockholm) 1972.

* ibid.

19 Natetida Bunnag, ‘n15Usta “Stockholm+50’ AsUsey 50 U gardaniiuswdennafite

4 awindeulan’ (SDG MOVE 23 n¥AIAN 2564) <https://www.sdgmove.com/2022/05/19/sdg-
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' UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON THE HUMAN ENVIRONMENT ( Stockholm) 1972, Principle 1
“..Man has the fundamental right to freedom, equality and adequate conditions of life, in

an environment of a quality that permits a life of dignity and well-being, and he bears a solemn

responsibility to protect and improve the environment for present and future generations. In this

respect, policies promoting or perpetuating apartheid, racial segregation, discrimination, colonial and

other forms of oppression and foreign domination stand condemned and must be eliminated...”
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1% RIO DECLARATION ON ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT 1992.

1% RIO DECLARATION ON ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT 1992, Annex 1.
16" RIO DECLARATION ON ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT 1992, Principle 1.
168

SDG Move Team, ‘LU 1180 5Waun7 898 (Sustainable Development Goals: SDGs)” (1UU.)
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RIO DECLARATION ON ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT 1992, Principle 3.

1" RIO DECLARATION ON ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT 1992, Principle 5.
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RIO DECLARATION ON ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT 1992, Principle 10.
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A.A. 2002 (ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary Haze Pollution)?*
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! s1udeyananisansseine, ‘Mssiunusudennatedous sswaiiwanruena iU AL’ (21
WwgU 2566) <https://fad.mnre.go.th/th/as/content/255> duduile 14 Qumﬁuﬁ 2567.

2 ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary Haze Pollution.
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2% ASEAN Strategic Plan on Environment (ASPEN) 2016-2025, ASEAN AND THE ENVIRONMENT.
80 ASEAN Community Vision 2025

“..We, the Heads of State/Government representing the peoples of the Member States of
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (hereinafter referred to as ASEAN), gather here today at
the 27th ASEAN Summit in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, to celebrate the formal establishment of the
ASEAN Community 2015 and to chart the ASEAN Community Vision 2025...”
81 Kuala Lumpur Declaration on ASEAN 2025 (n 113).
%82 ASEAN Strategic Plan on Environment (ASPEN) 2016-2025.
?83 ASEAN Strategic Plan on Environment (ASPEN) 2016-2025 (n 134).
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8% ASEAN Strategic Plan on Environment (ASPEN) 2016-2025 (n 135).
85 ASEAN Strategic Plan on Environment (ASPEN) 2016-2025 (n 136).
%86 ASEAN Strategic Plan on Environment (ASPEN) 2016-2025 (n 137).
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8T ASEAN Strategic Plan on Environment (ASPEN) 2016-2025 (n 138).
%88 ASEAN Strategic Plan on Environment (ASPEN) 2016-2025 (n 139).
9 ASEAN Strategic Plan on Environment (ASPEN) 2016-2025 (n 140).
0 Kuala Lumpur Declaration on ASEAN 2025 (n 113).
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#! Environmental Protection Law 2013 <https://policy.asiapacificenergy.org/sites/default/files/
Environmental%20Protection%20Law%202013%20Revised%20Ed%20%28La0%29.pdf> accessed
30 April 2025.

2 Vientiane Authorities Issue Noise Pollution Legislation <https://lactiantimes.com/2020/10/01/

vientiane-authorities-issue-noise-pollution-legislation/> accessed 30 April 2025.
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Planning Law 128, 128-146.
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29 Yy WaesesuAs (1899550 216) 7.

39 United Nations Conference on the Human Environment (Stockholm, 1972)

! Guiding principles are formal declarations that express the basis on which an environmental
policy can be built and which provide a foundation for action, Principle 21

“...States have... the responsibility to ensure that activities within their jurisdiction... do not
cause damage to the environment of other States or of areas beyond the limits of national
jurisdiction...”
%92 United Nations, Rio Declaration on Environment and Development (1992).
% Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, Principle 2

“..States have the sovereign right to exploit their own resources... but also the
responsibility to ensure that activities within their jurisdiction or control do not cause damage to

the environment of other States...”
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“...No state has the right to use or permit the use of its territory in such a manner as to

cause injury by fumes in or to the territory of another...”
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3% ASEAN Secretariat, ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community Blueprint 2025 (ASEAN Secretariat 2016) 2-5.
% United Nations, Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment
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%7 United Nations, Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, 1992, Principle 2.

398 patricia Birnie, Alan Boyle and Catherine Redgwell, International Law and the Environment, 3rd
ed. (Oxford University Press 2009) 139-145.
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*1> European Commission, ‘Noise’ (no publication date) <https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/
noise_en> accessed 8 April 2025.
> European Commission, ‘Zero pollution action plan’ (no publication date) <https://environment.ec.europa.

ew/'strategy/zero-pollution-action-plan_en.> accessed 8 April 2025.
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*" EU, ‘Directive 2002/49/FC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 June 2002 relating

to the assessment and management of environmental noise,” (2002) Official Journal L 189 12-25.
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*?% Environmental Protection Law <https://policy.asiapacificenergy.org/sites/default/files/Environmental
%20Protection9%20Law9%202013%20Revised%20Ed%20%28La0%29.pdf> accessed 30 April 2025.
%21 National Assembly of the Lao PDR, Law on Environmental Protection (Amended), No. 29/NA,

dated 18 October 2019.
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*2 Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, 1992, Principle 2 and Principle 27.
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Lao People’s Democratic Republic Peace Independence Democracy Unity Prosperity,
‘9 TH FIVE-YEAR NATIONAL SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PLAN (2021-2025)’
(Approved by the inaugural session of the Ninth National Assembly on 22-26
March 2021 in accordance with the Resolution No. 20/NA, dated 26 March
2021).
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AARNUIN A

RIO DECLARATION ON ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT

Principle 1 Human beings are the centre of concern for sustainable
development. They are entitled to a healthy and productive life in harmony with
nature.

Principle 2 States have, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations
and the principles of international law, the sovereign right to exploit their own
resources pursuant to their own environmental and developmental policies, and the
responsibility to ensure that activities within their jurisdiction or control do not cause
damage to the environment of other States or of areas beyond the limits of national
jurisdiction.

Principle 3 The right to development must be fulfilled so as to equitably meet
developmental and environmental needs of present and future generations.

Principle 5 All States and all people shall cooperate in the essential task of
eradicating poverty as an indispensable requirement for sustainable development, in
order to decrease the disparities in standards of living and better meet the needs of
the majority of the people of the world.

Principle 8 To achieve sustainable development and a higher quality of life for
all people, States should reduce and eliminate unsustainable patterns of production
and consumption and promote appropriate demographic policies.

Principle 10 Environmental issues are best handled with the participation of
all concerned citizens, at the relevant level. At the national level, each individual shall
have appropriate access to information concerning the environment that is held by
public authorities, including information on hazardous materials and activities in their
communities, and the opportunity to participate in decision-making processes. States
shall facilitate and encourage public awareness and participation by making
information widely available. Effective access to judicial and administrative

proceedings, including redress and remedy, shall be provided.
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Principle 27 States and people shall cooperate in good faith and in a spirit of
partnership in the fulfilment of the principles embodied in this Declaration and in the

further development of international law in the field of sustainable development.
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