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ABSTRACT

This dissertation aimed to study the history of Sino — Portuguese architecture, social and
cultural context, as well as the availability of creative-tourism resources in Phuket for the ultimate
goal of recommending sustainable creative-tourism activities for this southern province’s Sino —
Portuguese Historical Areas.

The dissertation is a mixed-methodology research. In data collection, in-depth interviews
with executives in the government and private sectors, long-time residents, and tenants of the
Sino — Portuguese Historical Areas were conducted. These areas have been declared arts-and-
culture conservation zones. On the qualitative part of this dissertation, content analysis was the
methodology in refining the data. On the quantitative part, data analysis was based on statistical
computation.

The dissertation found that the Sino — Portuguese Historical Areas, on the overall, were
well equipped to embrace creative tourism. On the communities’ cultural-heritage identity, the
resources in the following aspects were highly available: (1) historical-community perimeter; (2)

important historical items in the communities; (3) citizenship in the communities; (4) social
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characteristics of the communities; (5) sense of community; (6) community participation and (7)
infrastructure in communities. Moderately available resources were (1) community culture; (2)
community management and (3) activities in the communities. On the cultural-value resources,
highly available resources were (1) architectural value; (2) sentimental value; (3) social value; (4)

historical value; (5) symbolic value and (6) value of genuine, not imitation, architecture.

Keywords: Sino-Portuguese architecture/Creative tourism in Phuket
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