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ABSTRACT

A large number of Myanmar labourers in Thailand live in disadvantaged conditions; they
suffer from a lack of education, are dependent, and have limited access to opportunities. In addition,
they are stigmatized as migrant manual workers who bring social problems and diseases, and who
are prone to committing crimes. Because of these, they are not only maltreated but also seen as
having a diasporic identity; they tend to keep a low profile and remain quiet even when their human

rights are violated by their employers or the Thai officialdom.

This study had three objectives. Firstly, by applying Castles & Barth’s theory, it analyzed
the general way of life of the Myanmar people in Chiang Rai and the media they tilize. Secondly,
it specifically organized and broadcast a series of radio programs that allowed Myanmar labourers

to publicly express their opinions, an approach consistent with S. Hall’s Encoding-Decoding Theory.

Finally, in keeping with Appadurai’s concepts of Ethnoscapes, Mediascapes and Ideoscapes,
it studied the changes in their diasporic identity after media exposure, use, and involvement. In

principle, this study was conducted qualitatively using the action research format. The working
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team consisted of 3 groups: (1) international students who translated the broadcasts from Thai
into Burmese; (2) the researcher, who hosted the radio programs, organized the program entitled

‘Ming Kalaba Muang Thai’ and analyzed the research results; and 3) the Myanmar labourers who
were the listening audience to which the radio programs were directed. The contents of the radio
programs were designed to address such specific problems of the targeted groups of migrant
workers as a lack of understanding of the laws, poor health conditions, and Thai culture and

language.

The results of this research revealed 3 aspects. The first aspect concerned characteristics
of the migrant Myanmar workers’ living conditions. Most of them were illegal immigrants and
unauthorized workers, that is, without work permits, both of which led to the development of and
help explain their diasporic identity, as well as contributing to their staying quiet and keeping
their problems to themselves. Secondly, the study revealed the substantive interactive responses
of the Myanmar workers to this new type of radio program; for example, they tried to apply what
they learned from the programs and conduct themselves accordingly by phoning into the radio
programs and asking to hear their favorite Burmese songs, or to win prizes. Finally, these workers
exhibited the transformation of their diasporic identity into a ‘New Myanmar’, with new, or at
least newly expressed, ideoscapes, as they, through participation in the program, revealed to the

public personal details and problems about their lives as labourers.

Keywords: Radio program/Media influence/Diasporic identity/New Myanmar identity
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