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This thesis studies the suitability and enforceability of the law on adultery according to
the article 126 of the Penal Code of Lao PDR. The adultery law was enacted and regularly
enforced long time ago with the purpose of preventing and suppressing the offense by imposing
criminal sanctions upon the perpetrators. However, this study reveals that not only the law is
unable to achieve the true objective of the provision, i.e. controlling the improper behaviors
relating to adultery but also creates problems of unfair procedures which resulted in the
deprivation of human rights of the citizen. Evidence shows cases of inefficiency of enforcement
of such provision. Also, the classification of the offense as state crime leads to unusual stiff
punishment. From the study of law of adultery in various jurisdictions, the author recommends
that proper solutions and measures to ensure the enforceability of the law is to change the

concept of punishment as well the principles of legal proceeding against the offense of adultery.

This thesis recommends the followings: revision of the provision to reflect the clear
conditions upon which the offenders may be criminally liable; punishment of imprisonment
should be abolished and fine should be used instead; and, reclassify the offense as compoundable

offense where the defendant can be put on trial only when the injure party wants to pursue
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criminal trial. All of these measures are suggested to ensure smooth and efficient enforceability of

criminal law without prejudice to the legal rights of the citizen.
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