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ABSTRACT

This thesis focuses on the problems in protecting motor vehicle accident victims in Laos.
The analysis of the problems is done through a comparative study of Laos Law, Thai Law,
Japanese Law and Vietnamese Law, research on practical issues, interviews of stakeholders such
as insurers, regulators and Laos people and relevant statistics. The result of the research shows

that there are 3 major problems as follows:

Problems in effecting insurance. This is caused by the following reasons, ineffective
procedures in examining vehicles not having compulsory insurance, ineffective sanction on
insurance company not providing compulsory insurance coverage, lack of knowledge of the

people regarding compulsory insurance, ineffective sanction on persons not having compulsory

insurance coverage.

Lack of preliminary compensation for victims in situation where more than two vehicles

cause the accident.
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Lack of motor vehicle accident victims compensation fund. There is no fund to provide
preliminary compensation in the following situations: the owner of motor vehicle that causes
damage does not have compulsory insurance coverage; while the accident occurs, the motor
vehicle causing damage is not possessed by the owner since that motor vehicle is

misappropriated, cheated and fraud, extorted, stolen, or robbed.

The research recommends solutions for the aforementioned problems as follows;

Amending section 61 of the Laos Insurance law by empowering the Road Transport
Department to examine for compulsory insurance before issuing annual car registration apart
from technical examination and the period of car registration should be the same as coverage
period of compulsory insurance. Amending penalty provisions by increasing the fines of
insurance company not accepting compulsory insurance. Amending the Laos Insurance Law by
adding a section, similar to Vietnamese law, regarding the advertisement the importance and
benefit of compulsory insurance. The advertisement should be a collaboration between
governmental agencies and insurance companies and should be done regularly through various

media.

Amending the Laos Insurance Law by adding a section, similar to Thai law, providing

clear liability of each insurer in situation where more than two vehicles cause the accident.

Amending the Laos insurance Law by adding a chapter regarding motor vehicle accident
victims compensation fund, similar to Thai Law, with the following structures; the purpose of the
fund; the source of the fund; the compensations process; subrogation right of the fund; the

management of the fund.
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