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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to explain the traditional product of Thai domestic liquor in
Pangae subdistrict, Padate District, Chiang Rai Province. The objectives are (1) the existing of
domestic liquor in terms of production and distribution (2) the existing of domestic liquor in
relation to cultural drinking. The research design was conducted by using in-depth interview,
interview questionnaire, and participant observation. The target population composed of three
groups; 300 respondents, 9 domestic liquor makers, and 15 key informants.

The findings revealed that domestic liquor has long been accepted as a historically
cultural product. Based on local Thai wisdom, domestic liquor is a cultural heritage transferring
from generation to generation. Producing techniques of domestic liquor are mainly composed of
several steps with traditional style and expertise such as rice selection, fermenting with yeast, and
distilling process as well. Thai domestic liquor became legally product in 2003 under the
responsibility of The Excise Department. The domestic liquor product was established as a
community business such as community cooperation, local enterprise under the government
regulations and laws. Almost all producers have been changed and developed some modern
equipment to improve quality of their community products. Some techniques were used in order

to reduce cost of investment, duration of product, and marketing. The price of domestic liquor is
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cheaper than other whisky found in the common market. In terms of the sustainability, domestic
liquor will be needed not only the drinkers but other customers to find it easily in the villages.

Domestic liquor products are always available in the area of study.

The research also found that domestic liquor has played a very important role in the
everyday life of the Thai local people. Liquor is used for ceremony, worship, ritual, and social
activities. Thai people use alcohol as a component of ceremony and to welcome guests. It is the
fact that drinking liquor is not allowed children under 18 years old to sell or to buy. At present, it
is also found that adults or old persons may ask their kids to buy from the retail shops. During the
New Year period, people spent their times for eating and drinking. It is believed that without
alcohol means nothing. Domestic liquor must be well prepared by the host, if not; this may make
them lose their faces. This current situation reflects the rural life of Thai people who maintain
drinking alcohol particular the domestic liquor, as a traditional culture, which made by the

villagers and for the villagers.

Keywords: Domestic Liqour/Existance/Culture

(7



