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ABSTRACT

Onlined Love Novels: The Production Identity of Sexuality of Women in Public Sphere
is conducted with an objective of examining the concepts and sexual behaviors of writers and
readers of the romance novels online which effect to representation of women in those novels.
Including examine the myths relating with sexuality in novels online which reflects to unequal
power relations and gender inequalities in Thai society. As well as examine the views, policies

and measures of the government and relevant authorities on management relating with this issues.

This study uses the qualitative research methods by interviewing and analysing the contents
of six romance novels online that are the most popular in three websites which are www.Dek-d.
com, www.Niyay.com and www.Jamsai.com. Including examining from documentary research in
news and articles from various websites of government and private sectors as well as books,
publications, thesis and research documents. Questionnaires with open ended questions were used for
collecting data with 115 people who are writers and readers. Eventually the concepts of feminist,

sexuality, identity and representation are used to analyse the data afterwards.

As the result, it was found that the concepts and attitudes through titles, images of the

characters as well as love scenes which related with sexuality effect to selection of reading and

(7



writing romance novels online. There are three types of representations of women in romance
novels online which are 1.Representation of ideal woman 2.Representation of woman that accept

sexual oppression 3.Representation of woman who tries to against the social norms.

In conclusion, representation of woman in romance novels online is still viewing the woman
as sensitive, more emotion less rational, passive, sexual objectification and the belief of women
that true love can win everything. Besides this the study found that the romance novels online
creates four myths about sexuality which are 1.Virginity and sexual abstinence 2. Condoms and

birth control 3.Size of male sexual organ 4. Masculinity

The myths of sexuality in romance novels online make the women to accept that they are
not belonged to their own sexuality. This type of literature is consistent with feminist concept
which views it as a result of domination of patriarchal structure that gives more values to masculinity
more than femininity. The romance novels online is producing sexual identity of woman in public
sphere in order to repeat that woman are “Mother” and “Wife” and have lower status in patriarchal
structure. Image or representation of women in the novels become passives and women are still
sexual objectifications by the representation of women themselves with the perception that they

are under the power relation of patriarchy.

In the same time the romance novels online is the sphere for women to disclose their
contentment independently. The romance novels online becomes the sphere for fulfilling one’s
hope. The writers have freedom to write without limitation. Internet is a channel for communications

between writers and readers rapidly and this makes them have greater identity.

Reading and writing novels online is an exchange of life experiences among women both
directly and indirectly. The literature with women’s oppression concept is not always from patriarchal
structure but also relates with economic needs and motivation from the payments. This makes the
women decide to continue writing this type of novels with their proud and they can open to their

family and people around them not like in the past. Acceptance from readers makes the writers to
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feel that they are valuable and existing in the sphere of novels online which is the public sphere
and this is the sphere that the men are not able to control their reading and writing. Therefore,
reading and writing romance novels online of women is challenging and against the controls in
different levels which are individuals, family, society and including the state and medias that give

the values and define what to do and not to do about sexuality.

Keywords: Onlined love novels/Identity/Sexuality/Representation/Myth
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