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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research is to examine the authorities of correctional officer both under
criminal justice and administrative capacities according to the Penitentiary Act B.E. 2479 (A.D. 1936),
its amendments and related regulations. The thesis approaches the problems by analyze and compare
the Thai state of affairs to the situations under correctional laws and regulations of England, Germany,
France and New South Wales State of Australia regarding the authority of correctional officer. Finally

the thesis proposes that improvement should be made to the Thai correctional laws.

This thesis’s methodology is based on the examination of legal documentary sources.
Documents used in this research include legal codes, legal literatures, law review articles and related
materials both in Thai and English. Data was categorized and analyzed and recommendations are

proposed in conclusion.

This research finds that legal authorities of the Thai correctional officers with regarding to
search and seizure, use of force and weapons for carry out their duties are not well protected when

compare with correctional officers in other study’s target countries. Thai correctional officers do not
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have all the powers, authority, protection and privileges even though they are performing similar

duties.

Thus it recommends that the Penitentiary Act B.E. 2479 be amended to provide appropriate
legal authority and special protection to the correctional officers. Further more independent agencies
(monitoring commissioner) should be established to provide information, service and render effective
monitoring of the using of power by correctional officer to comply with international standard,

objectives of prisoner rehabilitation and ideal criminal justice system.
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