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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to analyze and propose a development framework for a
public transport system in Chiang Rai province by implementing a Light Rail Transit
system. The aim is to improve the quality of life of residents and promote
sustainable urban development. The study is conducted against the backdrop of the
current public transportation system, which still faces challenges in terms of
efficiency, safety, and accessibility - especially for vulnerable groups. The study
draws on policies and legislation from Japan, the United States, the United Kingdom,
and France, where there is a strong emphasis on the role of local authorities in the
management and operation of public transport systems. These countries have
implemented true decentralization supported by appropriate budget allocations and
structured collaboration with the private sector through public-private partnership
(PPP) models. In the Thai context, however, the role and responsibility of local
government organizations is unclear. In addition, there is a lack of supportive policy
mechanisms, legal frameworks, and  financial resources, all of which hinder the
effective and sustainable development of local mass transit systems. The researcher
therefore recommends that Thailand revise its policy and legal frameworks by
prioritizing the decentralization  of “authority tolocal government organizations,
increasing financial support and local fundraising capacity, and developing legal
provisions that facilitate public-private collaboration and genuine public participation.

These efforts should be systematically integrated between the national and local



levels to ensure the development of a mass transportation system that is safe,
environmentally friendly, and aligned with the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), particularly Goal 9, which emphasizes building resilient infrastructure,
promoting inclusive and sustainable industrialization, and fostering innovation. For
the development of a light rail transit (LRT) system by local administrative
organizations at the provincial level, it is recommended that Chiang Rai Province—
through its local administrative authorities—take the lead in formulating relevant
policies and local ordinances. These should include the preparation of systematic
implementation plans in the short, medium, and long terms to serve as a strategic
framework for the effective development of the LRT system. Furthermore, such
plans should be officially integrated into the provincial development plan to ensure
alignment with the broader long-term development direction of the area. The
policies and local regulations related to the proposed mass transit system will play a
crucial role in promoting Chiang Rai's development into a sustainable city. They will
also enhance the province’s capacity to.accommodate future economic, social, and

environmental expansion in-a balanced and efficient manner
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