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Thesis Title Right of Highlander in Public Land: A Case Study of

Pa Tueng Sub-district, Mae Chan District, Chiang Rai Province

Author Songphon Cheewinmahachai

Degree Master of Law

Advisor Assoc. Prof. Dr. Apirat Petchsiri
ABSTRACT

Most of Pa Tueng Sub-District areas are in the highlands in forest areas which are considered
government owned lands and the government has the authority to manage these lands. People living in
Pa Tueng Sub-District mostly on the highlands are: Lahu, A-kha, Mien or Yao, Lua and Lisu and they
have both Thai nationality and also have been granted highland identity cards (blue card) and highland
communities card (green card with red edge) and are being explored by the community development,
environment and drug plants model scheme control of the highlands. At a later date identity cards has
been changed to non-Thai Nationality status and non-civil status for indigenous people living in
forested areas on the highlands. Research finds that the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, B.E.
2550, Section 66, recognizes the right of individuals to live together as local indigenous community. It
guarantees also the right of individuals to participate with the government and local community to
protect and maintain a balanced and sustainable utilization of natural resources. This makes the people
with Thai citizenship who have names in the Thai Civil Registration (Tor. Ror. 14) and who resided
Thailand before 3 October 1985 legal residents by cabinet’s approval on 3 October 1995, and thereby
have the right to use the land in Pa Tueng Sub-District beneficially. However, the people who have

been permitted to live temporarily on the highlands still have limited rights granted by the government.

Keywords: Right in Public Land/Highlander/Pa Tueng Sub-District/Chiang Rai
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