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Abstract
This research aims to study the evolution and survival of the Workers’ Party (WP) within the one-dominant-
party system in Singapore, where the People’s Action Party (PAP) has ruled the country for decades and

marginalized opposition parties. However, the Workers’ Party has not only survived but elevated to the leading
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opposition party. This qualitative research depends on a documentary research method in studying the evolution
and identifying key factors for the survival from key incidents, election results, and developments since the
establishment in 1957 to the 2025 general election within the framework of the one-dominant party system. The
finding shows the evolution of the Worker’s Party can be divided into three phases: (1) the pioneer era (between
1957-1971); (2) the vanguard era (between 1971-2001); and (3) the credible institutionalized opposition era
(between 2001-2025). It also demonstrates that its survival is driven from internal and external factors of the one-
dominant party system. The internal factors include public dissatisfaction with government policies, low popularity
of the government, an increase in the cost of living. The external factors come from strategies, leadership and

effective recruitment of the Workers’ Party.
Keywords: One-Dominant-Party System, Workers’ Party, Opposition Parties, Singapore
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